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CORTRAMID, or Career Orientation and
Training for Midshipmen, is a tremendous
experience that every Fourth-Class (4/C)
Midshipman (MIDN) should look forward to
at the end of their first year. From shooting
the general-purpose machine gun—M240B—
down the shooting range, to riding a Sierra
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The time I've experienced with the enlisted
crew of the USS New Orleans has greatly
deepened my desire to become a Naval
Officer. Within the past 30 days, I've realized
that all of my expectations for this cruise
were surpassed mainly because of the people
I've met. Learning about life on a ship
through textbooks and word of mouth is
barely reaching the full experience of what
life on a ship means until you actually get to
immerse yourself in the work, environment,
and culture your shipmates are living in.
Through daily association with the crew and
sailors, I've also realized that the value of
teamwork becomes imperative when you
realize how much you don’t know. Each
individual is depending on the others to
know their job thoroughly and execute it
well, but there is also an unspoken
expectation to help each other be successful.
You'll begin to see how each person is there
to help you just as much as you are there to
help them.

The piece of advice that was given to me
was, “You get what you put in”. Even if SWO
[Surface Warfare Officer] is not your first
choice, invest your time with the crew of the
ship and allow them to teach you, whether
you know it or not. The beauty of this cruise
is the expectation to simply expose yourself
to the known and unknown. There are sailors
who are entirely eager to share everything
they know, whether it's about their job or
their personal lives. They even might share
their snacks or music with you if you're nice
enough (two important sources of
entertainment on the ship).

While underway, all the lights are off in the
Combat Information Center (CIC). However,
I never thought that the CIC could be so
bright the moment my running mate’s
division was huddled next to the 1IMC
listening to the Chief select announcements.
Two of the OS1’s were selected for Chief
while an OS3 made Junior Sailor of the
Quarter. There was so much celebration and
cheering from the DivO [Division Officer] to
the most junior sailor in the room, | instantly
thought how the group resembled a giant
family. They genuinely cared for each other
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In addition to the entirely-male first
increment and an estimated 200
males who graduated the second
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Freshmen Orientation 2015
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The first color guard of the
semester: MIDN 3/C Brandi
Vance, MIDN 2/C Gabriel
Rodriguez, MIDN 3/C Sean
Conners, MIDN 3/C Katelyn
Sleeter, and MIDN 3/C
Apearre Ao conduct a color
guard for the first home game
of the season for University of

5
at Raymond James Stadium.

Members from all
branches of ROTC at USF
participated in a
Homecoming Color Guard:
MS3 Dugo, MS3 Cottrell,
S MS3 Yarbough, MIDN 1/C
Varicak, MIDN 3/C Sleeter,
AS203(N)4(S)4(2)@3(N)4(S)4



https://www.facebook.com/USF-Buccaneer-Battalion-NROTC-43734394974/?fref=ts
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This semester, USF Buccaneer Battalion has strived to increase participation in volunteer service
throughout the community and fundraising opportunities for the battalion, in the hopes of successfully
giving back to those who have supported our unit, the school, and the surrounding communities. With a

plethora of new opportunities rearranged by our temporary Community Service and Fundraising

Officers, we were able to participate in a great number of volunteer opportunities—
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Education in Action

The entirety of USF's College of Education came together after a long hiatus period for a major group luncheon, with USF
NROTC's Color Guard presenting the National Ensign. Starting from the left to right, the NROTC Color Guard was composed of:
MIDN 4/C Eichhorn, MIDN 4/C Lambeth, MIDN 3/C Craft, MIDN 4/C Amrhein, and MIDN 4/C Barthelemy. They were escorted by

Gunnery Sergeant Wilson, and posing with them in the picture above is Catherine Beaudoin, a middle school teacher selected for
Teacher of the Year for the State of Florida.

Navy/Marine Corps Military Ball

The 240™ Navy Marine Corps Ball at University of South Florida was a great success, with a grand display of formalities by
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