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GENERAL EDUCATION COUNCIL (GEC) BASIC INFORMATION 

 
OVERVIEW 

The General Education Council (GEC) was formed as an independent standing committee of the 
Faculty Senate and receives authority for its actions through that body. The GEC has direct lines of 
communication and coordination with the Undergraduate Council and is composed mainly of 
faculty, with appropriate administrative support from the areas of Undergraduate Studies, Academic 
Assessment, and Institutional Effectiveness. The GEC reviews and approves general education 
courses, promotes and distributes assessment data from the program to the University community as 
formative feedback, and oversees the continuing curriculum improvement process. 
 
CHARGE 

The General Education Council is responsible for the ongoing development, implementation, and 
assessment of an effective general education program. Responsibilities include the evaluation and 
approval of courses for the liberal arts curriculum, as well as the periodic evaluation of the general 
education policy. The council shall advise the Provost and the Senior Vice President for USF Health 
or their designees on the development of future general education programs at the university and 
provide continuous assessment of the general education curriculum. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

The council shall develop its own operating procedures, subject to approval by the Senate Executive 
Committee, which shall include: 
1. Provision for establishment of a collegial process that encourages the widest possible faculty 
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GEC meetings will be conducted following general procedures outlined in Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
Most of the preceding content was taken verbatim (with a few minor edits) from the General 
Education Council (GEC) Charge posted by the Faculty Senate, which is located at 
https://usf.app.box.com/s/00sp7tz0xleb9h0oglhunt77fwdi3rym.  
 
 

ENHANCED GENERAL E
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In 2012, the Florida legislature amended the Florida Statutes such that the general education 
requirements at colleges and universities in the state include 15 hours of course work in five subject 
areas, which include communication, humanities, mathematics, natural sciences, and social 
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In addition to the state-mandated courses, the USF EGE requires students to complete 
ENC 1102—Composition II as well as at least three (3) credit hours in the area of Quantitative 
Reasoning. 
 

• Intellectual & Practical Skills Tier—students must complete at least three (3) credit hours in 
each of the three attributes in this tier, which are Creative Thinking, Information & Data 
Literacy, and Human & Cultural Diversity. Every course certified in each of the three areas 
includes at least two indicators of achievement selected from the lists that follow. In addition, 
each course must incorporate Critical & Analytical Thinking, Problem Solving, and 
Communication (written, oral, or both). 

1. Creative Thinking 
a. Demonstrate responsiveness within an established disciplinary context to new 

information, experiences, and ideas through a process of re-evaluating the ideas and/or 
approaches. 

b. Create an original contribution within a specific discipline. 
c. Evaluate the limitations imposed on any new approach or solution within a discipline to 

propose original contributions to problems. 
d. Synthesize disparate or conflicting thoughts when evaluating questions/problems to form 

cohesive and collaborative solutions. 
e. Break down complex problems to examine, propose, and support potential solutions, 

even if those solutions deviate from acceptable, mainstream solutions. 

2. Information & Data Literacy 
a. Use research tools and indicators of authority to determine the credibility of sources, 

while identifying any legal and ethical restrictions placed on the use of information. 
b. Critically interpret quantitative evidence (such as graphs, tables, charts) in order to 

identify false claims, incorrect use of evidence, or contradictory statements. 
c. Contribute to scholarly conversations using discipline-appropriate communication in 

different modalities, such as local online communities, guided discussions, 
undergraduate research journals, and conference presentations/poster sessions. 

d. Revise submitted coursework by integrating new sources of information and determining 
relevance of existing sources. 

e. Critically compare and contrast opposing claims regarding the same fact or hypothesis, 
when the various sides are credible according to discipline-specific indicators of 
authority. 

f. Summarize the key changes in scholarly perspective over time on a particular topic 
within a specific discipline. 
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2. ERCE Indicators of Achievement (must include at least three) 

a. Students will demonstrate the capacity to collect data within and apply explanatory and 
predictive models to local communities. 

b. Students will connect and extend knowledge (facts, theories, etc.) from their own 
academic fields of study to civic engagement and their own participation in civic life, 
politics, and government. 

c. Students will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, express, and adapt to ideas based 
on others' perspectives. 

d. Students will work across and within community contexts to achieve a civic aim. 
e. Students will independently and accurately apply ethical perspectives and concepts to 
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As with courses in the Intellectual & Practical Skills tier, courses certifying as HIP must 
incorporate Critical & Analytical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Communication (written, 
oral, or both). 

 
• Transfer Students 

Students who transfer to USF after completing either an Associates of Arts (AA) degree or an 
Associates of Science (AS) degree at institutions in the State University System or Florida 
College System are deemed to have fulfilled their general education requirements at the Florida 
institution to which they transfer. Transfer students who have not completed an AA degree or an 
AS degree are required to satisfy the requirements of the institution to which they transfer, 
including completing courses in each of the five core areas.
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• Before releasing a proposal to all members of the GEC, the Chair will assign at least two GEC 
members to perform in-depth reviews of the 
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EGE ASSESSMENT 
 
One of the responsibilities of the GEC is to assess the EGE to determine how well the curriculum 
promotes essential learning outcomes students should acquire to achieve success upon completion 
of undergraduate studies and how well the program encourages students to be intentional learners. 
Information gathered from these assessments is used to refine and enhance the EGE.  
 
Faculty who teach Gen Ed certified courses are expected to participate in the assessment process 
each semester. Following are the steps included in the assessment process: 
• Each semester, for assessment purposes, students enrolled in Gen Ed courses must submit to 
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o Copies of the #GEA assignments and the rubrics used to assess the assignments. If multiple 
sections are offered, master templates should be submitted for the #GEA assignment and the 
assessment rubrics. For each course, representative assignments completed by students 
should be submitted. These representative assignments should include at least two 
assignments that were assessed in each of the following categories: exceeds expectations, 
satisfactory (meets expectations), and needs improvement (does not meet expectations). 

• The GEC will:  

o Check to ensure the current Gen Ed SLOs match the SLOs selected in the original proposal.  
 
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APPENDIX 

RUBRICS USED TO REVIEW COURSE PROPOSALS
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V. #GEA assignments— two assignments (named #GEA1 and #GEA2) must be uploaded to the course 

proposal system. The following conditions should be met with regard to the #GEA assignments. 

  Two #GEA assignments are uploaded. 

  The Gen Ed SLOs and the required Gen Ed attributes are clearly embedded in the 
assignments.  

  The Gen Ed SLOs and the required Gen Ed attributes are adequately assessed with the 
assignments. 

   Grading rubrics are included with the assignments. The Gen Ed Council prefers to have 
grading rubrics included with the uploaded assignments that show how the SLOs and Gen Ed 
attributes are assessed. 

VI. _____   Communication – A communication selection has been made (written, oral, or both), and the 
methods for achieving the communication requirement are clearly described. If Written 
Communication is chosen, the process for students to receive and use feedback has been 
detailed. 

 
VII.   The proposal is complete, especially with respect to the explanations/justifications. 

 

VIII.   The course is designed to sufficiently convey the SLOs and Gen Ed attributes to students. 

 

IX. Recommendation:   
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  5. Critically compare and contrast opposing claims regarding the same fact or hypothesis, 
when the various sides are credible according to discipline-specific indicators of 
authority. 

  6. Summarize the key changes in scholarly perspective over time on a particular topic within 
a specific discipline. 

  7. Formulate questions for research based on information gaps or on reexamination of 
existing, possibly conflicting, data, then use the questions as a guide to organize 
information in meaningful ways. 

  The selected SLOs are incorporated in the course content and included in the syllabus 
verbatim.  

 

II. GCP SLOs (if also applying for GCP certification)—at least two Global Citizens Project (GCP) SLOs 
must be selected from the list provided in the proposal. 

   The GCP SLOs are incorporated in the course content and included in the syllabus verbatim. 

  A GCP assignment is included that meets the specified requirements and assesses the 
selected SLOs. 

 

III. Gen Ed Syllabus Statement: 
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Communication is chosen, the process for students to receive and use feedback has been 
detailed. 

 
VII.   T
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III. Gen Ed Syllabus Statement: “This course is part of the University of South Florida's General Education 
Curriculum. It is certified for Human & Cultural Diversity. Students enrolled in this course will be asked 
to participate in the USF General Education assessment effort. This will involve submitting copies of 
writing assignments for review via Canvas.” 

    The Gen Ed statement is included in the syllabus verbatim. 
 
IV.    The following GEC required attributes are embedded and assessed in the course. 

• 



18 
 

II. PERSONAL & SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY TIER (ETHICAL REASONING & 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, ERCE) (TGEE) 

 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (ERCE) TIER COURSE PROPOSAL CHECKLIST 

Course:   
 

I. GCP SLOs—both 
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V.   A U.N. Sustainable Development Goal(s) is selected. (This is not mandatory for approval.) 
 

VI. Gen Ed Syllabus Statement: "This course is part of the University of South Florida's General Education 
Curriculum. It is certified for Ethical Reasoning & Civic Engagement. Students enrolled in this course 
will be asked to participate in the USF General Education assessment effort. This will involve 
submitting copies of writing assignments for review via Canvas." 

    The Gen Ed statement is included in the syllabus verbatim. 
 
VII.    The following GEC required attributes are embedded and assessed in the course. 

• Critical and Analytical Thinking 
• Communication—written, oral, or both 
• Problem Solving 

 
VIII. #GEA assignments— two assignments (named #GEA1 and #GEA2) must be uploaded to the course 
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III. INTEGRATIVE & APPLIED LEARNING TIER, HIP (TGEH) 
 

INTEGRATIVE AND APPLIED LEARNING (HIP) TIER COURSE PROPOSAL CHECKLIST 

Course:   

I. HIP SLOs—the course content and the syllabus must include all four of the following SLOs: 

1. Students will engage in meaningful critical reflection in required coursework. 
2. Under professional oversight, students will utilize contextually-appropriate behaviors, tools, 

techniques and/or dispositions. 

3. Students will integrate discipline-specific knowledge into the contextualized experience. 

4. Students will synthesize discipline-appropriate learning via a culminating assignment. 

   These SLOs are incorporated in the course content and included in the syllabus verbatim. 
 

II. Which HIP attribute is selected in the course proposal? ONE must be selected. 
  Internship    Field Study    Capstone 
  Community Engaged Learning   Education Abroad  
  Undergraduate Research    Collaborative Learning    

 
III. All HIP courses must include the four SLOs listed above. Some HIP courses are required to include 

additional SLOs. Following are the additional SLOs listed based on the specific HIP attribute that is 
selected. Additional required SLOs must be included in the course syllabus. Go to the HIP attribute 
that you selected to ensure the appropriate SLOs are incorporated in the course or the questions 
posed in the proposal are answered. 

 INTERNSHIP (INT): Internship courses must be vetted by the Office of Internships and Career 
Readiness (INT). These courses are required to include the following two additional SLOs: 

1. Students will apply classroom knowledge to critically consider and address issues. 

2. Students will provide discipline-appropriate evidence of their learning in the course via a 
culminating assignment (e.g., essay, e-portfolio, performance, etc.) 

    These SLOs are incorporated in the curse content and included in the syllabus verbatim. 

 All Internship courses must include the following: 
• Detailed syllabus  • On-boarding/orientation and supervisory support 
• Career-launching experience • Assignments; one of which should be critical reflection 

  Each of these is present in the course. 

C
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2. 
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1. Students will apply classroom knowledge to real world observations through the collection of 
empirical data (quantitative or qualitative). 

2. Students will produce an end product or products (e.g., learning journals, final paper, 
presentation) that clearly integrate(s) classroom knowledge with field study observation. 

  These SLOs are incorporated in the course content and included in the syllabus verbatim. 

All Field Study Courses must include an assignment or series of assignments in which students must 
demonstrate their ability to connect their out-of-classroom experiences to their assigned readings, 
lectures, and other classroom learning activities. These assignments should include a reflective 
component (i.e., what the student observed and how these observations contributed to the student’s 
overall learning in the course). Field study activities may be completed individually or collaboratively, 
but must total 15-20 hours of out-of-classroom observations and data collection. Field study learning 
assignments should constitute approximately 15 – 20 percent of the student’s overall assessment for 
the course. 

  T
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IV. Gen Ed Syllabus Statement: The following statement must be included in the course syllabus. 

 "This course is part of the University of South Florida's General Education Curriculum. It is certified for 
High Impact Practice. Students enrolled in this course will be asked to participate in the USF General 
Education assessment effort. This will involve submitting copies of writing assignments for review via 
Canvas." 

    This statement is included in the syllabus verbatim. 
 
V.    The following GEC required attributes are embedded and assessed in the course. 

• Critical and Analytical Thinking 
• Communication—written, oral, or both 
• Problem Solving 

 
VI. #GEA assignments— two assignments (named #GEA1 and #GEA2) must be uploaded to the course 

proposal system. The following conditions should be met with regard to the #GEA assignments. 

  Two #GEA assignments are uploaded. 

  The Gen Ed SLOs and the required Gen Ed attributes are clearly embedded in the 
assignments.  

  The Gen Ed SLOs and the required Gen Ed attributes are adequately assessed with the 
assignments. 

   Grading rubrics are included with the assignments. The Gen Ed Council prefers to have 
grading rubrics included with the uploaded assignments that show how the SLOs and Gen Ed 
attributes are assessed. 

 
VII. _____   Communication – A communication selection has been made (written, oral, or both), and the 

methods for achieving the communication requirement are clearly described. If Written 
Communication is chosen, the process for students to receive and use feedback has been 
detailed. 

 
VIII.   The proposal is complete, especially with respect to the explanations/justifications. 
 
IX.   The course is designed to sufficiently convey the SLOs and Gen Ed attributes to students. 
 
X. Recommendation:   Approve   Approve with revisions   Revise & resubmit 
 
XI. Comments: 
 
 

 


	Overview
	Charge
	Responsibilities
	Membership
	Standing Subcommittees and Ad Hoc Committees
	Appointment
	Chair

	Most of the preceding content was taken verbatim (with a few minor edits) from the General Education Council (GEC) Charge posted by the Faculty Senate, which is located at https://usf.app.box.com/s/00sp7tz0xleb9h0oglhunt77fwdi3rym.
	Enhanced General Education (EGE) Program
	The EGE requirements are outlined in the following pyramid, which includes four tiers comprised of 36 credit hours. Most of the information in this section was taken verbatim from the Enhanced Curriculum webpage located on the General Education websit...
	Courses in the tiers certified above the Knowledge tier must have one grader per 45 students. In addition, it is recommended that these courses are designed using resources from the Academy for Teaching and Learning Excellence (ATLE), the GEC, the Off...
	 Knowledge Tier—includes courses that provide knowledge essential for student success. Following are the state-mandated Gen Ed courses. At least one course must be completed in each area. Where possible, the course numbers provided correspond to cour...
	 Intellectual & Practical Skills Tier—students must complete at least three (3) credit hours in each of the three attributes in this tier, which are Creative Thinking, Information & Data Literacy, and Human & Cultural Diversity. Every course certifie...
	1. Creative Thinking
	2. Information & Data Literacy
	3. Human and Cultural Diversity*
	1. Global Citizens Project (GCP) Student Learning Outcomes (required if course is not already certified or not certifying as a GCP course)
	2. ERCE Indicators of Achievement (must include at least three)

	 Integrative & Applied Learning—students must complete at least three (3) credit hours in a High Impact Practice (HIP) course in the Integrative & Applied Learning tier. These HIP courses include active learning practices that have been shown to incr...
	 Transfer Students
	Review of Course Proposals
	EGE Assessment
	Recertification of EGE Courses
	Required syllabus language (in addition to the regular Gen Ed syllabus statement)
	Nature of Collaboration: Two (2) of the following that describe graded elements of the collaborative learning in the course are required:


