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8.  Disposable warm water circulating pads can be used both above and below 
the anesthetized small patient animal. Heated water blankets wrapped 
around the feet and legs of all available limbs has been shown to prevent 
heat loss better than when a heating blanket is applied to the trunk of 
anesthetized dogs. 

 
9.   Circulating warm water blankets (e.g., Gaymar T/Pump and T/Pad Heat 

Therapy System) must be used for larger animals in accordance with SOP 
#1124 entitled GAYMAR® Circulating Thermal Water System. 

 
10. Post-operatively animals should be recovered on a warming blanket. 

 
11. Forced air warmers with quilts can effectively warm the patient nonrodent 

mammal before, during and after a surgical procedure. 
 
V. EQUIPMENT USE 
 

1.  Prior to distribution to research staff, thermal regulation equipment should be 
visually inspected by the facility managers, or designee, to ensure the 
equipment is in good condition. 

 
2.  Prior to using thermal regulation equipment on animals the user must verify 

the equipment is functional.  
3.  Always place a layer of absorbent cloth (e.g., draping, towels) between the 

animal and a circulating water pad in accordance with SOP #1124. Never 
place animal directly on pad. 

 
4.  While anesthetized and during recovery from anesthesia, animals must be 

continuously observed. 
 

5.  Anesthetized patients and equipment must be periodically monitored 
and assessed at least every 45 minutes to ensure that: 

a.  Body core temperature is maintained within the desired range. 
This minimum interval does not obviate other body core temperature 
monitoring interval requirements demanded by the protocol or other 
SOPs. 

b.  The maximum surface area of the patient is presented to the source of 
thermal support for adequate warming, but that the source of heat 
and the surface of the anesthetized animal are not too hot by 
assessing with a hand placed between the animal and the source of 
supplemental heat. 

c.   Equipment does not malfunction or overheat placing the 
patient animal at risk of burns. 

 
6.  Anesthetized patient animals involved in protracted procedures should be 

moved to ensure adequate microcirculation especially around pressure points 
and at least every 45 minutes. 
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7.  When capable of purposeful movement animals may be placed in a 
primary enclosure and monitored periodically. 

 
8.  Post procedurally rodents can be kept warm by placing    


