
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 
DIVISION OF COMPARATIVE MEDICINE 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA 
 
 

SOP#: 006.28                  Date Issued: 5/99          Date Revised: 10/24  Page 1 of 7 
 
 
TITLE:     Animal Health and Environmental Surveillance

diseases or disorders, which could compromise the integrity of studies and the interpretation 
of results.  

 
II. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

1. All program staff contribute to the oversight and reporting of animal health status. 
 
III. PROCEDURES  
 

1. Each animal housing room is assigned to an Animal Care Technician.  Daily observations of 
the Animal Care Technician are recorded on the Room Status Sheet in the Room Log 
Book.  

noted on the Room Status Sheet , the Facility Manag-
weekdays (with the exception of rodent quarantine).  These observations and 
communications must be noted on the Room Status Sheet , the Facility Manager’s Animal 
Health and Environmental Concern Form , and when the concerns require veterinary 
attention, the Animal Health Concerns Form . Exceptions to this schedule can be made with 
prior arrangement with CM management and IACUC approval. 

 
 

4. On weekends and holidays facility environmental and health surveillance for all species is 
assigned to Animal Care Technicians; and occurs upon arrival of the Animal Care 
Technicians. Each technician is required to text the Manager/Supervisor on call (A) when they 
arrive to begin assessments, (B) if any environmental or health concerns require deliberation 
or assistance, and (C) before departing to report the completion of all tasks. Weekend 
schedules must be posted uniformly in the MDD, COM, RSB and ALZ facilities and on share 
point. 
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5. Health and environmental surveillance of animals at satellite facilities and at IACUC-approved 
laboratories outside of animal facilities where animals are housed > 12 hours must be 
performed daily by the PI and/or research staff. 

 
6. Daily oversight of animals at satellite facilities and laboratories outside of animal facilities is 

performed and documented by the PI and associated research staff named on the approved 
IACUC protocol using forms provided by Comparative Medicine or similar. 

 
7. Records of daily animal health and environmental assessments made by the PI/research staff 

at satellite facilities or at IACUC-approved laboratories outside of animal facilities where 
animals are housed >12 hours are reviewed by the IACUC during semi-annual evaluations of 
these locations. 

 
8. Performance of health surveillance:  

a. Each animal/enclosure is to be given a cursory examination that will include the 
following, as appropriate: 

1. Food and water intake/supply 
2. Urine and fecal output 
3. Assurance of water supply patency 
4. General appearance 

a. Presence of lesions or injuries 
b. Physical condition 

 c. Disposition/behavior 
 

9. Performance of environmental surveillance: 
a. Each room will be examined for the following, as appropriate: 

1.  Temperature 
2.  Humidity 
3.  General room condition 

a. Lighting 
b. Plumbing 
c. Cleanliness 

b. Aquatic environments will be examined for the following: 
1. Water condition/clarity  
2. Tank condition/function (i.e., aeration, filtration, and/or pumps) 

 
10. Adequate animal care includes adequate medical record keeping.  It is the responsibility of 

the Animal Care Technician to monitor the medical records of their assigned animals to 
ensure that all the required entries by research and animal care staff are recorded as 
described in SOP #012 entitled “Animal Medical Records”,  and to report inadequate animal 
medical record keeping (e.g., noncompliance with SOP #012, the IACUC protocol, and 
current IACUC Principles and Procedures) as an animal health concern. 

 
11. If no significant health or environmental conc:
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a. Flag the animal’s primary enclosure with a red cage card and treatment label  
identifying the animal, the concern, and the date the concern was first noticed.  

b. Record the IACUC protocol number, and animal or cage identification in the Health 
and Environmental Concerns column on the Room Status Sheet , and the entry 
initialed. 

c. For all USDA-regulated species-record the date and briefly describe the concern on 
the Progress Notes Form  (CMDC #013) in the animal’s medical record, and the entry 
initialed. 

i. For USDA-regulated 
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f. Confirm that you have informed the lab in the “Acknowledgement” column of the 
Animal Health and Environmental Concern Form.  

g. Ensure the primary enclosure remains flagged until the end point concern is resolved.  
h. If assistance with a choice of treatment is needed, contact the veterinarian.  
i. 
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27. Veterinary staff 
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b. Neon Orange  – Approaching or at a clinical endpoint (indicating date, endpoint 
criteria, lab notified and acknowledged) 

c. Neon Pink – Research related special instructions (i.e., special diets, special water, 
diabetic, clip teeth) 

d. Light Blue – Breeding Instructions (separate pregnant female, check for litter, pups in 
cage) 

e. Navy Blue – Check for copulatory plug 
f. Neon Green  – Pup manipulations (identification/genotyping, wean) 
g. Light Pink - Cross Foster 
h. Neon Yellow  – Euthanize 
i. Orange  – Containment (i.e., animal biosafety)  
j. White – Caretaker status (i.e., label flag with “caretaker” PI & IACUC approval) 

Approved:                   Date:  
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