
Intro	to	Honors	Thesis





What	is	“Honors	Thesis”?



Individual-based		
or		

Team-based	Project?

What	is	Honors	Thesis?	-	Determining	Project/Research	Types	-	Step	1

TYPE	of	research FOCUS	of	research OUTCOME	Expected

Team-based	
Project

Individual	
Project

STEP	2 STEP	3 STEP	4

STEP	1

Examples:	
• Science	Labs	
• Psychology	Labs	
• Engineering	Labs

This	 is	 for	 students	 who	 are	 already	
in	 an	 exis2ng	 research	 lab/team/
program.	You	may	u2lize	the	research	
that	the	team	is	currently	working	on	
and	iden2fy	your	specific	tasks	within	
it,	or	create	a	new	sub-project	which	
is	 not	 part	 of	 their	 major	 work,	 but	
s2ll	 helpful	 to	 the	 team.	 One	 of	 the	
team	 members	 should	 become	 your	
thesis	chair	and	help	you	iden2fy	the	
scope	of	work	specific	to	your	thesis.		

*Note:	 Your	 work/tasks	 (2-semester	
worth)	 must	 be	 clearly	 defined	 so	
that	your	thesis	chair	can	grade	your	
work	each	semester!

This	 is	 mainly	 for	 students	 who	 are	
interested	 in	 developing	 their	 own	
themes	 and	 projects.	 You	 will	 come	
up	 with	 general	 project	 ideas	 and	
then	 look	for	a	thesis	chair	based	on	
your	ideas	and	interests.	

*Tips:	 Start	 with	 faculty	 you	 know	
and	feel	comfortable	talking	with.	For	
Interdisciplinary	Study	 ideas,	you	can	
also	talk	with	Honors	faculty!	

*Note:	 Be	 flexible	 with	 the	 theme/
project	 ideas	 as	 you	 may	 not	 find	 a	
thes i s	 cha i r	 whose	 fie ld	 and	
experiences	 perfectly	 match	 with	
what	you	want	to	do!

First,	determine	your	
Project	SeXng—are	you	
star2ng	from	scratch	or	
crea2ng	a	thesis	project	
within	an	exis2ng	
research	lab/team/
program	which	you	
belong	to?			

*Note:	Finding	a	thesis	
chair	and	research	lab	
opportuniIes	can	take	
Ime—start	early!
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What	is	Honors	Thesis?	-	Determining	Project/Research	Types	-	Step	2-4

Team-based	
Project

Individual	
Project

STEP	1

TYPE	of	research

Theore9cal

Empirical

Interpre9ve

Experien9al

FOCUS	of	research

Data	
Collec9on

Analysis

Development

Produc9on

OUTCOME	Expected

Tradi9onal	
Paper

Report/
Proposal





What’s	Your	Plan?


