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Micah E. Johnson, PhD  
 

Assistant Professor of Mental Health Law and Policy  
Sociologist trained in criminology and substance misuse epidemiology

  
Website:  https://doctormicahjohnson.com/about/  

Education  
 2019 NIH NIDA Postdoctoral Fellowship, Department of Epidemiology, University of 

Florida (UF), Gainesville, FL. 
 2017       PhD, Department of Sociology & Criminology, UF, Gainesville, FL (4.0/4.0 GPA) 
  
2014          MA, Department of Sociology & Criminology, UF, Gainesville, FL (4.0/4.0 GPA) 
                  
2008            BA in Social Science Education, Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL         

Positions   
 

2019- Present  Assistant Professor, Department of Mental Health Law and Policy, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL.  
 2017- 2019 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of 

Epidemiology, College of Public Health and Health Professionals and 
College of Medicine, UF, Gainesville, FL. 

 2013-2017 McKnight Fellow, Department of Sociology, Criminology and Law, UF 
 2014-Present Graduate Teacher, Department of Sociology and Criminology & Law, UF 
 2011-2013  Teacher, The School District of Osceola County, Kissimmee, FL  

Research Interests: Drug use and disparities in treatment services  
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10. * Johnson ME  and Zaidi F. (2021). Sex differences in the effects of physical and 
sexual abuse on the odds of past 30-day opioid misuse among Florida justice-involved 
children. Addiction Research & Theory, (Forthcoming). 
https://doi.org/10.1080/16066359.2021.1891414  

Publications (continued)  
 

11. *Johnson ME , Lloyd SL, Bristol S, Rosel G, Otufowora AA, Smith ND (2021).  
Runaway/thrownaway experiences and past 30-day opioid misuse in justice involved 
children, Juvenile & Family Court Journal (Forthcoming). 
 

12. *Vroom EB, Massey OT, Akbari, Z, Bristol, S, Cook, B, Green, AL, Levin, BL, Tyson, 
DM, and Johnson, ME.  (2021). Exploring perceptions of implementation practice 
capacity in community-based behavioral health organizations. Journal of Community 
Psychology, 1-7. https://doi.org/10.1002/jcop.22749 

 
13. Rigg K and Johnson ME  (2022) Preventing opioid misuse: Racial/ethnic differences in 

the protective effects of extracurricular activities among justice-involved adolescents. 
Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs (Forthcoming) 
 

14. *Shaw DJ and Johnson, ME . (2022). Primary purpose for committing a crime and 
past-30 day opioid misuse: A statewide sample of justice-involved children. Journal of 
Drug Issues, 52(1), 97–
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3. *Johnson ME , Alejandro AD, and Vroom EB (2022). Homegrown: Parent and sibling 
substance misuse linked to opioid misuse among justice-involved children (Under 
review).  
 

4. *Johnson ME,Vroom EB,Federick Z, Akbari Z, 
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Role: Johnson, PI 
 
2021-2026  
$1,108,768 Providing Research Education Experiences to Enhance Diversity  

Substance Misuse and Abuse Research Traineeship (SMART)  
 National Institutes of Health, National Institute on Drug Abuse R25 
 Role: Johnson, PI 
 

Research Grants and Fellowships (continued)  
 
2021-2022    
$23,000  Examining the Stress Processes Relating Ethnicity and Sex to 

Substance Misuse and Services Outcomes (ESPRESSO) 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (R25DA035163) 
National Institute of Health   
Role: sub-PI (PI: Masson) 

 
2018-2019    
$298,782   The Study of Non-Oral Administration of Prescription Stimulants 

ArborPharma LLC (00104390) 
Role: PI-proxy and Project Coordinator  

 
2018-2019 
$20,000  Trauma, Race and SUD Treatment in the Juvenile Justice System  

National Institute on Drug Abuse, Pediatric Research Division  
   National Institute of Health Loan Repayment Program 

Role: PI/Applicant    
 
2017-2019    
$318,894   UF Substance Abuse Training Center in Public Health 

National Institute on Drug Abuse (T32DA035167-02S1) 
National Institute of Health   
Role: Postdoctoral Fellow (PI:  Cottler) 

 
2013-2018     
$95,000  Understanding How Context Impacts Children  

McKnight Doctoral Fellowship; FL Education Fund  
   Role: Johnson, Student Applicant  
 
2015-2016 
$3,000  The Social Geometry of Youth Violence  
   Department of Sociology and Criminology & Law, UF  

Role: Borg, PI. Johnson, Co-PI. 
 
2016 Childhood Trauma Among Justice-Involved Youth 

Dissertation Grant  
UF, Office of Graduate Affairs  
Role: Johnson, PI. 
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2014-2015 
$5,000  
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2019  Petit-Bois, D. and Johnson, ME. “Felony recidivism and past-30 day opioid 

misuse among adolescents.” College on Problems of Drug Dependence Annual 
Meeting, San Antonio, Texas (June). 

 
2019  Bristol, S. and Johnson, ME. “School dropout predicts past-30 day opioid 

misuse among juveniles.” College on Problems of Drug Dependence Annual 
Meeting, San Antonio, Texas (June). 

 
2019  Lawrence, S. and Johnson, ME. “Netflix and pill: Antisocial romantic partners 

linked to past-30-day opioid misuse.” College on Problems of Drug Dependence 
Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas (June). 

 
Select Peer -Reviewed Research Presentations (continued)  
 
2019  Dixon, W. and Johnson, ME. “Juvenile detention placements linked to past-30 

day opioid misuse.” College on Problems of Drug Dependence Annual Meeting, 
San Antonio, Texas (June). 

 
2019  Wilson, K, Cushion, M. and Johnson, ME. “Are juvenile offenders with ADHD 

more likely to misuse opioids?” College on Problems of Drug Dependence 
Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas (June). 

 
2019  Shaw, D., Warren, T., and Johnson, ME. “Family Structure and past-30 day 

opioid misuse among justice-involved children.” College on Problems of Drug 
Dependence Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas (June). 

 
2019  Diaz, G. and Johnson, ME. “History of depression and past-30 day opioid 

misuse among justice-involved children.” College on Problems of Drug 
Dependence Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas (June). 

 
2019  Woodstock, S., Johnson, ME, 
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2018 Johnson M
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2015  Johnson ME . “The moderating effects of school climate and poly victimization 
on high school completion among juvenile offenders.” The Mid-South 
Sociological Association, Lafayette, LA. (October) 

 
 
Select Invited Presentations 
 
2020  Johnson ME . “Race, trauma and behavioral health.” The Shift Network (June) 
 
2020  Johnson ME . “Social disadvantage, trauma and substance misuse as 

mediating factors: Applied forensic sociology.” Federal Public Defender, Capital 
Habeas Unit (June) 

Select Invited Presentations (continued)  
 
2020  Johnson ME . “Poverty, trauma and drugs as mediating factors: Applied 

forensic sociology.” The Federal Public Defender (June) 
 
2019  Johnson ME . “Race, gender, opioids and polysubstance misuse.” Race and 

Health Seminar series in Sociology at the University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 
(October) 

 
2017 Johnson ME . “Diversity and inclusion: The promises and perils of a culturally 

informed perspective.” SMART Staff Training, Gainesville, FL. (September) 
 
2017 Johnson ME . “Black dads matter! Analyzing ambition, parent education, and 

high math achievement.” African American Success Foundation’s National 
Success Summit, Orlando, FL. (November) 

 
2016 Johnson ME . “Toward a stress process model of adolescent violence.” Panel 

on Adverse Childhood Experiences: Mental Health, Offense Seriousness and 
Violence among Juvenile Offenders. The American Society of Criminology 72nd 
Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. (November) 

 
2016 Johnson ME . “The trauma of being poor and black: How concentrated 

disadvantage gets under your skin.” Peace Immersion, River-Phoenix Center 
For Peace Building, Gainesville, FL. (October).  

 
2016 Johnson ME . “Defining male feminism: A beginner’s guide to being an ally.” 

She’s the First Conference, UF, Gainesville, FL. 
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2015              Johnson ME . “The Sociology of Religion: Race,” Kennesaw State University, 
Research Symposium, Kennesaw, GA. (March) 

 
2015 Johnson ME  and M. Borg. “The social geometry of school violence.” 2015 

McKnight Doctoral Mid-Year Research & Writing Conference, Tampa, FL. 
(February) 

 
2014  Gibson CL, Johnson ME , et al. “Exploring the multiple contexts of interpersonal 

discrimination and its association with health: An examination of youth.” ICHIP 
Highlighting Children’s Health Research Conference, Gainesville, FL. 
(November) 

 
Research Mentorship and Supervision  
 
2020-2024 Dissertation Committee Chair (Skye Bristol). The Effects of Place and Race on 

risk for Adolescence Alcohol Use Disorder and Related Problems.  

2021-2025 Dissertation Committee Co-Chair (Elzbieta Wiedbusch). Understanding 
Intergenerational Alcohol Use Disorder and Related Problems.  

2021-2022 Research Supervisor (Zahra Akbari). The Effects of Stress on Substance 
Misuse.  

2021-2025 Dissertation Committee Member (James-Angelou Suarez). The Association 
Between School Characteristics and Opioid Misuse.  

2020-2024 
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2014-2017 Honors Research Team 
Role: Creator and Mentor (10 undergraduate students)  

Teaching Experience  
  
2021  Assistant Professor, Behavioral Health Systems Delivery, Department of Mental 

Health Law and Policy, USF, Tampa (Spring) 
 
2020  Assistant Professor, Behavioral Health Systems Delivery, Department of Mental 

Health Law and Policy, USF, Tampa (Spring) 

Teaching Experience (continued)  
 
2020  Assistant Professor, Research Methods in Behavioral Healthcare, Department 

of Mental Health Law and Policy, USF, Tampa (Fall) 
 
2018 Teaching Assistant, Epidemiology Writing Circle, Department of Epidemiology, 

UF, Gainesville, FL (Spring) 
 
2017 Graduate Teacher, Sociology of Mental Health, Department of Sociology and 

Criminology and Law, UF, Gainesville, FL (Spring; Online) 
 
2016 Graduate Teacher, Methods of Social Science Research Lab, Department of 

Sociology and Criminology & Law, UF, Gainesville, FL.  
 

2014-2015  Graduate Teacher, Principles of Sociology, Department of Sociology and 
Criminology & Law, UF, Gainesville, FL. 

 
2015 Graduate Teacher, Applied Research: Qualitative Study of Race, Department of 

Sociology and Criminology & Law, UF, Gainesville (Spring). 
 
2015 Guest Lecturer, Marriage and Family: Sociology of Children and Youth, UF, 

Gainesville, FL.  
 
2015 Graduate Teacher, Applied Research: Qualitative Study of Race, Department of 

Sociology and Criminology & Law, UF, Gainesville (Fall). 
 
2014 Subject Matter Expert and Course Designer, Social Inequality, Department of 

Sociology and Criminology & Law, UF (Online). 
 
2014 Guest Lecturer, Marriage and Family: Sociology of Education, UF, Gainesville. 
 
2014 Invited Lecturer, Sociology of Religion: Race and Religion, Kennesaw State 

University, Kennesaw. 
 
2013 Guest Lecturer, Introduction to Sociology: St65(t)2 (65 0 Td
77f5 0 Td
77)4 (it)2 (i)6 (o)10 (n,)2 ( U)6 (F)5 (,)2 ( G)12 (ai)6 (nes)41 (v)439 (i)6.1 (o)6 (l)6.9 (o.)]TJ
0 Tc 0 Tw 21.080 Td
( )Tj
EMC 
/P <</MCID 23 >>BDC 
-1370801.15 Td
( )Tj
EMC 
/P <</MCID 30 >>BDC 
0.004 Tc -0.004 Tw T*
[(201)10 (5)]TJ
0 Tc 0 Tw 2.22 0 Td
( )Tj
0.0042Tc -0.002 Tw 3.78 0 Td
[(G)uedes2 (t)
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2011-2012 Teacher- Civics, American History, and Advanced Via Individual Achievement 

(AVID) Neptune Middle School, Kissimmee. 

 
Community -Based Teaching Activities  

2022 Talk, and performance, Trauma, and resilience, The City of Alachua’s 2022 
Martin Luther King Celebration, Florida,  

2022 Speaker, Best practices, NIDA Summer Research Program. 

 

Community -Based Teaching Activities (continued)  
 
2021 Speaker, Remixing culture in academia, 37th Annual McKnight Fellows’ 

Meeting & 25th Annual Graduate School Conference, Tampa, Florida.  
 
2021 Talk and performance, Trauma and resilience among at-risk youth, The A. 

Quinn Jones Museum and Cultural Center, Gainesville, Florida,  
 
2021 Speech and booking signing, Embracing dialogue to achieve peace: The police 

youth dialogue, 37th Annual McKnight Fellows’ Meeting & 25th Annual 
Graduate School Conference, Tampa, Florida.  

 
2021 Keynote Speaker, Fostering resilience to social stressors, National Achievers 

Society (February), Virtual. 

2021 Keynote Speaker, Juvenile Justice Involvement and the Intersection between 
Trauma, Race, and Social Disadvantage, Criminal Justice, Mental Health, & 
Substance Abuse Technical Assistance Center, University of South Florida, 
March 2021 (Virtual).  

2021 Keynote, New Haven Public Schools, Office of Youth, Family And Community 
Engagement, February 2021 (Virtual). Triumph over adversities.  
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2021 
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2015 Committee member, Mayor Ed Braddy’s Community Response Council, City of 
Gainesville. 
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2020  United States of America vs. Dana King (United States District Court for the 
Middle District of Florida, Orange County, FL). Testimony on the Effects of 
Trauma and Cumulative Social Disadvantage  

 
2020  United States of America vs. Hector Sanchez, Case No. No. TL2017-00136/TB 

(Capital Habeas Unit, Tallahassee, FL). Testimony on the Effects of Trauma 
and Cumulative Social Disadvantage  

 
2020  State of Florida vs. Darius Wilcox (Capital Collateral Regional Counsel - South, 

Broward County, FL), Testimony on the Effects of Substance Use Disorder and 
Childhood Trauma 

 
2020  State of Florida vs. David Frances, Case No. 2000.CF.016204-A.OX (Orange 

County, FL). Testimony on the Effects of Trauma and Cumulative Social 
Disadvantage  

Expert Witness Reports (continued)  
 
2019  United States of America vs. Shamoule Brown, Case No. 6:19-cr-43-Orl-40LRH 

(United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, Orange County, 
FL) Sentencing Proceedings, Testimony on the Effects of Childhood Trauma 

 
2019  United States of America vs. Christopher Stewart, Case No. 6:18-cr-272-Orl-

37GJK (United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, Orange 
County, FL) 
Sentencing Proceedings, Testimony on the Effects of Childhood Trauma 

 
2019  State of Florida vs. Michael Shane Bargo, Jr., Case No. 200 (Orange County, 

FL). Capital Sentencing Proceedings, Testimony on the Effects of Childhood 
Trauma 
 

2018  United States of America vs. Bakari McCant, Case No. 6:17-cr-00237-PGB-
KRS (United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, Orange 
County, FL). Sentencing Proceedings, Testimony on Childhood Trauma and 
Extreme Disadvantage  

 
2015 State of Florida vs. Raymond Morris, Case No. 1997-CF-991-AXXX-MA (Duval 

County, FL). Capital Postconviction Appeal, Expert on Childhood Trauma and 
Disadvantage 

 
Reports/Media  
 

1. Johnson ME’s  article “The paradox of black patriotism: double consciousness” 
referenced in Johnson TR (2020). “The Challenge of Black Patriotism.” New York 
Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/18/magazine/black-voters-election-
patriotism.html  
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2. Johnson ME  (2020). “Boseman’s work celebrated the beauty of Blackness.” 
Gainesville Sun. https://www.gainesville.com/story/opinion/2020/09/04/micah-e-
johnson-bosemans-work




