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Funding Level: $1,000,000 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator/Assistant Director 
Description: This project promotes recruitment, 

;79"9-2.
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Agency: Veterans Administration HSR&D; CRE 12-301 
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Grants Submitted 
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Achieving Competitive Customized Employment through Specialized Services – Veterans: 
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Agency:  National Institutes of Health/ National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
(R21) 

Funding Level: $285,266  
Role in Project:  Co-Investigator (PI, Belanger) 
Description:  The objective of this R21 application (RFA-HD-16-001) is to assess the utility of individual 

characteristics and experiences of chronic mild traumatic brain injury (mTBI) patients 
within the Veterans healthcare system to 
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Agency:   USF Health 
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Implications for training and practice. Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 57(1), 53-64.
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Practice Guidelines 
1. Chiu, C., Rumrill, S., Ahonle, Z., Wertheimer, K., & Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C. (in press, 2024). The 

unique function and value of a Certified Rehabilitation Counselors for people with disabilities and 
chronic illnesses. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 

 

2. Melillo, C., Downs, K., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Lind, J., Besterman-Dahan, K., Hahm, B., Cadorette, 
N., Elnitsky, C., Sander, A., Belanger, H., Toyinbo, P., & Powell-Cope, G. (2021) Hosting community 
events for veterans and planning for invisible disabilities. Archives of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, S0003-9993. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apmr.2020.12.026. 

 

3. Cogan, A., Cervelli, C.  Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C. & Rossiter, A. (2018) Treating military service 
members and veterans in the private sector: Information and resources for clinicians. Archives of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation,99
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17. Stevens, L., Ketchum, J., Sander, A., Lequerica, A., Finn, J., Kajankova, M., ... Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.  

& Dreer, L. (2019). Racial/ethnic disparities in community
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28. Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Finch, D., Luther, S. L., & McCart, J. (2014). Using information from the 
electronic health record to improve measurement of unemployment in service members and 
veterans with mTBI and post-deployment stress. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
95(10), e53. doi: 10.1016/j.apmr.2014.07.164  

 
29. Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Rugs, D., & Martinez, K. (2014). Department of Veterans Affairs SmartHome 

2: Extending smart home technology for cognitively impaired veterans to delay institutionalization. 
Brain Injury, 28(5-6), 36.  doi:10.3109/02699052.2014.892379  

 
30. Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Becker, M., Haynes, D., & et al. (2014). Predictors of behavipEe
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International 
Invited 
 

1. Wertheimer, J., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Vergo, B., & Agtarap, S. (2023, October). [Symposium 
presentation]. Interdisciplinary roles in behavioral health intervention in physical medicine and 
rehabilitation: A call to action.   The 2023 meeting of the American Congress of Rehabilitation 
Medicine, Atlanta, Ga.  [Invited presentation] 
 

2. Ahonle, Z., Wei, T., Rumrill, P., & Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C. (2023, October). Competitive integrated 
employment outcomes among individuals with cognitive disabilities: Implications for practice. The 
2023 meeting of the American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine, Atlanta, Ga.  [Invited 
presentation] 
 

3. Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C. (2023, March). Community participation and employment and 
accommodation after violence and brain Injury. Poster presented at the meeting of the 
International B
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facilitate community reintegration of individuals with TBI and PTSD. Symposia presented at the 
2020 virtual meeting of the American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine.  

 
12. Carlozzi, N., Sander, A., Cervelli, L., & Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C. (2020, October). Caring for caregivers 

of veterans or service members with traumatic brain injury: Practical implications for civilian health 
care providers. Special symposia presented at the 2020 virtual meeting of the American Congress of
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43. Dillahunt-Aspillaga, T. (2010, March). Vocational models of service delivery for individuals with 

traumatic brain injury in the state of Florida. Poster presented at the meeting of the International 
Brain Injury Association World Congress on Brain Injury, Washington, DC.  

 
National 
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54. Ottomanelli, L., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., & Bakken, S. (2019, September). Vocational rehabilitation in 

the VA polytrauma system of care: Current practices, unique challenges, and future directions 
Department of 
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strategies for competitive employment outcomes. Poster presented at the meeting of the National 
Council on Rehabilitation Education (NCRE), Arlington, VA.  

 
65. Bailey, E., Nakase-Richardson, R., Barnett, S., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Ropacki, S., Sander, A., Stevens, 

L. (2016, August). Supervision needs following veteran and service member traumatic brain injury: A 
VA TBIMS Study. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association
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75. Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C. (2020, August). Vocational management of people with TBI [Webinar 

presentation]. The Rehabilitation Hospital of Indiana and Administration for Community Living 
Virtual Conference.  

 
76. Dillahunt-
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87. Chou, C.C., & Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C. (2016, August). Positive psychology in vocational rehabilitation. 
Paper presented at the meeting of the Florida Rehabilitation Association, Orlando, FL.  

 
88. Di
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   Crisis intervention team VALOR training. Tampa Police Department, Tampa, FL.  
 
101. Ottomanelli, S., Smith, T.,  Cotner, B., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Mendesson, S., Cassna-Palas, J., Cruz,    

               A., & Venkatchalam, H. (2022, April). ACCESS VETS: Achieving Competitive Customized Employment               
   through Specialized services for Veterans, James A. Haley Hospital Research Day, Tampa, FL.
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Honor Societies 
Phi Beta Kappa Society                                                                               Inducted 2000 
Golden Key International Honour Society                                                  Inducted 2000 
Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociological Honor Society                      Inducted 1999 
Alpha Lambda Delta National Honor Society                                              Inducted 1996 
Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society                                                         Inducted 1996 

*J.#'(-)R,$&J#%"$0%)(',)#RW$R]R#)(!&$W$&$R%)
Manuscripts 

PLoS ONE   2013-present 
Journal of Neuroscience and Behavioural Health  2014-present 
Journal of Applied Rehabilitation Counseling      2014-present 
BioMed Central Health Services Research      2016-present 
Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation     2017-present 
Contemporary Research in Disability and Rehabilitation    2017-present 
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HSR&D/QUERI National Conference Abstracts  April 2015, 2019 
City of Tampa 

Mayor’s Alliance Awards    September 2020,2021 
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University of South Florida 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Rehabilitation and Mental 

Health Counseling [CACREP accredited Rehabilitation Counseling Program] 
RCS 5035 Rehabilitation Counseling Concepts and Applications   2011-2014  
RCS 5035 Rehabilitation Counseling Concepts and Applications (online)   2018-2021  
RCS 5080 Medical Aspects of Disability  
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Polytrauma Research Executive Committee, Member  
James A. Haley Veterans Administration Medical Center   






