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Overall Data Integrity Conclusion

Adequate system of internal control in place, assuming 
corrective actions are taken timely to address the 
medium-priority risks identified. 

No impact to the overall status of the performance 
metrics.
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standards, and populate course attributes used by the BOG to identify excess hours exemptions.  
This includes deriving whether courses are “used to degree” or “not used to degree” from 
DegreeWorks. 

The systematically-identified HTD population and CTD file are loaded into two custom Banner 
reporting tables for validation.  

https://www.usf.edu/ods/data-admin/roles-responsibilities.aspx


IA 24-010 

  5 of 8  

SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES 

The audit focused on the internal controls established by USF as of September 30, 2023 to ensure 
the completeness, accuracy, and timeliness of data submissions to the BOG, which support the PBF 
measures. 

The primary objectives of our audit were to: 

�x Determine whether the processes and internal controls established by the university ensure 
the completeness, accuracy, and timeliness of data submissions to the BOG which support 
the PBF measures. 

�x Provide an objective basis of support for the President and BOT Chair to sign the 
representations included in the Performance-Based Funding Data Integrity Certification, 
which will be submitted to the BOT and filed with the BOG by March 1, 2024. 

The scope and objectives of the audit were set jointly and agreed to by the President, BOT Chair, 
the BOT Audit & Compliance Committee Chair, and the university’s Chief Audit Executive.  IA 
followed its standard risk assessment, audit program, and reporting protocols. 

PROCEDURES PERFORMED 

We followed a disciplined, systematic approach using the International Standards for the Professional 
Practice of Internal Auditing.  The information system components of the audit were performed in 
accordance with the ISACA (Information Systems Audit and Control Association) Standards and Guidelines.  
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BACKGROUND 

Regulatory Requirements 

In 2013, the Legislature and Governor approved Senate Bill 10761, (see Florida Statute 1001.7065), 
creating the Preeminent State Research Universities Program, specifying 12 benchmarks and 
providing added resources and benefits to those eligible universities meeting six out of those 12 
benchmarks for emerging preeminence and 11 out of 12 for preeminence.  Florida Statute 
1001.7065 established the academic and research excellence standards and data sources for the 
preeminent state research universities program.  The university’s performance results related to the 
preeminence metrics are reported to the BOG via the Accountability Plan, after review and approval 
by the USF BOT.  The 2023 Accountability Plan was approved by the USF BOT on April 19, 2023.  
The BOG Strategic Planning Committee reviewed and approved the Accountability Plan on June 
21, 2023.  The 2023 Accountability Plan was based on data for all USF campuses. 

BOG Regulation 2.002 University Accountability Plans requires each university BOT to “prepare an 
accountability plan and submit updates on an annual basis for consideration by the Board of 
Governors.  The accountability plan shall outline the university’s top priorities, strategic directions, 
and specific actions for achieving those priorities, as well as progress towards previously approved 
institutional and system-wide goals.” 

Florida Statute 1001.706 Section (5) (e) requires the BOG to define the data components and 
methodology used to implement Florida Statute 1001.7065 and requires each university to conduct 
an annual audit to verify that the data submitted pursuant to Florida Statute 1001.7065 complies 
with the data definitions established by the Board.  The BOG most recently updated the Preeminent 
Metrics Methodology Document in October 2020. 

The data supporting preeminence metrics comes from a variety of sources including:r
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Decision Support (ODS) which has established procedures for processing those requests, details of 
which may be accessed on the ODS Data Request site.” 

According to USF Policy 11-007, institutional data is defined as “all data elements created, 
maintained, received, or transmitted as a result of business, educational or research activities of a 
USF unit or office.”  External data requests include, but are not limited to, “publications by external 
entities (NSF, CUPA, ACT, etc.), ranking publications – international and domestic (U.S. News and 
World Report, Times Higher Education, etc.), surveys administered by or on behalf of external 
entities (NSSE, THE-WSJ, Princeton Review, etc.), other external reports available to the general 
public, and mandated reports (IPEDS, etc.).”    

ODS Validation Process  

There are three surveys used as data sources for the preeminence metrics:  The NSF HERD Survey, 
the NSF/National Institutes of Health (NIH) Graduate Students and Post Doctorates in Science 
and Engineering (GSS) Survey, and the NACUBO – TIAA Study of Endowments (NTSE) Survey.  
Due to the financial nature of the NTSE Survey, this survey follows the BOG ad hoc review 
process.  

The external survey results reviewed by ODS are used in four metrics:  Research Expenditures in 
Science & Engineering (Metric F), Research Expenditures in Non-Medical Science & Engineering 
(Metric G), Top 100 Rank in Research Funding (Metric H), and Post-doctoral appointees (Metric 
K). 

BOG Submission Validation Process 

Specifically excluded from USF Policy 11-007 Data Submission to External Entities are requests 
from the BOG including official information requests, routine annual requests, and ad hoc special 
requests, which are managed by 
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�x Admission file used to compute Average Grade Point Average and Average Scholastic 
Aptitude Test Score (Metric A). 

�x Student Instruction file used to generate the First Time in College cohort used in Metrics A, 
C (Retention Rate), and D (4-yr Graduation Rate) and to calculate metrics. 

�x Degrees Awarded file used to compute Number of Doctoral Degrees Awarded Annually 
(Metric J) and Metric D (4-
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