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Dr. Valenzuela, Professor in the Department of

Educational Leadership & Policy and Director of the

Texas Center for Education Policy, University of Texas

at Austin, visited USF on February 22 and 23, 2024.

She gave a lecture on  “The Power Of Authentic Cariño

(Caring) And Pedagogy In The Third Space:

Experiencing The Sacred At Academia Cuauhtli” and a

workshop on “Creative Resistance In The Struggle

Against Anti-Diversity Policy In Texas”, sharing her

own experiences. She advocated for  the importance

of soc�tr t mpoo
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A history of Afro-Cuban Influence 
in Tampa Bay

The LGSO (Latina/e/o/x Graduate Student
Association) organized a lecture about "A history
of Afro-Cuban Influence in Tampa Bay". ISLAC
co-sponsored this event, held on February 27 as
part of the celebrations of Black History Month.

The speaker was Susan Greenbaum, Professor

Emerita USF Anthropology, who presented

about the history and contributions of Afro-

Cubans to Tampa. Susan Greenbaum worked

with members of La Union Marti y Maceo,

founded in 1900. 

The speaker highlighted the importance of

researching in and with the community to bring

light to the memories for the local people.

During her presentation, she talked about

historically relevant figures related to Tampa,

such as José Marti, Paulina Pedroza, Teofilo

Dominguez, and María Jesus de Vierna. In
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Also, well-known authors, Natalie Scenters-
Zapico (USF) and Giovanna Rivero, delighted
the audience by reading excerpts from their
books and sharing their writing processes.
The Boliv�n� n�











https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphilarchive.org%2Frec%2FALVNAE&data=05%7C02%7Cacvillachvaquer%40usf.edu%7C31e14ce19e0244ba167608dc3218fd14%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638440330097782030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hzhx7svOmt%2FPsNAvF5Hv1RnrvlahnahenTS8kgyLcf4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphilarchive.org%2Frec%2FALVNAE&data=05%7C02%7Cacvillachvaquer%40usf.edu%7C31e14ce19e0244ba167608dc3218fd14%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638440330097782030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hzhx7svOmt%2FPsNAvF5Hv1RnrvlahnahenTS8kgyLcf4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphilarchive.org%2Frec%2FALVSAN&data=05%7C02%7Cacvillachvaquer%40usf.edu%7C31e14ce19e0244ba167608dc3218fd14%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638440330097808772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lGZMgY0YewyV064uGzf7%2FllUbPePFx0mQTvrVaICBj4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphilarchive.org%2Frec%2FALVSAN&data=05%7C02%7Cacvillachvaquer%40usf.edu%7C31e14ce19e0244ba167608dc3218fd14%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638440330097808772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lGZMgY0YewyV064uGzf7%2FllUbPePFx0mQTvrVaICBj4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphilarchive.org%2Frec%2FALVSAN&data=05%7C02%7Cacvillachvaquer%40usf.edu%7C31e14ce19e0244ba167608dc3218fd14%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638440330097808772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lGZMgY0YewyV064uGzf7%2FllUbPePFx0mQTvrVaICBj4%3D&reserved=0
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Dr. Beatriz Padilla was the Keynote speaker
at the 18th Florida Society of Social

Sciences Conferences 
The Florida Society of Social Sciences
(F3S) is a UF graduate student
organization that aims to cross-fertilize
social and humanistic sciences,  provide
spaces where emerging scholars can
grow and cooperate while promoting
social justice, and provide opportunities
for all students to develop their
professional skills & research agendas. 
The conference held on April 13 was an
opportunity for graduate and
undergraduate students to present
innovative research, brainstorm ideas,
and collaborate with peers from several
Florida colleges and universities.
Anabela Villach presented a paper
entitled “Paradiplomacy in Argentina
and Brazil. A perspective from their
federal governments.” 

In her lecture “Practice of Resistance
against Discrimination and Prejudice in
Academia,” Dr. Padilla reflected on the
importance of academic freedom and the
impact of censorship in research.
Moreover, she analyzed the discrimination
and abuses that Latin American women
suffer in their educational journey, using
the example of the mobilization of
Brazilian female students at the University
of Coimbra in Portugal.
The presentation contributed to a debate  
where students expressed their concerns
about the conditions that threaten
research. Dr. Padilla highlighted that
questioning is essential in academia, since
it shapes how knowledge is constructed.  
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ISLAC proudly supports students’
research and academic success and
progress. 
This year several ISLAC affiliated
students have received travel grants
and research fellowships. 
The most recent recipi�ip�
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Opening remarks
On April 11th and 12th, ISLAC held its First Global Symposium “Mapping Contemporary Challenges in Latin
America and the Caribbean” celebrating academic excellence, cultural impact, and community
engagement. It brought together esteemed scholars, community leaders, and passionate advocates to lead
the discussion about current Latin America, the Caribbean and Latinos issues.
The opening ceremony featured USF Provost Prasant Mohapatra, Interim CAS Dean Magali Michael, Betty
Castor, Former USF President, Maura Barrios, community historian and Beatriz Padilla, ISLAC.
 

Institutes and Centers for the Study of Latin
America, the Caribbean, and Latinos: Roles and
Challenges 
Our first panel delved into the critical roles and challenges
faced by institutes and centers ded�al

y

i �  eo n鄠 ndbei itu
y

idb

t a䂉ndi d ”n鄠nde roit ddol it   t ecti �f  andta c i Cs d �蠦 c s caC yo
aa ct  

y dg  yt  y  it nt

 

�£�‚ �Å



ISLAC |  ISSUE 1016





ISLAC |  ISSUE 1018

1 s t  I S L A C  S y m p o s i u m

Exploring the Cultural Contributions of Virtual
Global Exchange: Students from the
University of South Florida and the
Universidad Marista de Mérida de México
(UMM) 
The hybrid/interactive panel focused on the cultural
contributions of virtual global exchange, featuring
students from the University of South Florida (USF) and
the Universidad Marista de Mérida de México (UMM). 

Margarita Altuna, Rachel Hipkins, Tyler Green, Milysha
Castaneda, USF World Languages 
Victoria Albertos González, Martha Villalón,
Alessandra Rivero Baeza and Eduardo Xool, UMM
Departamento de Idiomas 

Social and Civic Transformation “Here” and
“There” - Teaching About and Engaging with
Latin America and the Caribbean 
The second session of the day delved into teaching about
and engaging with Latin America and the Caribbean.
Presentations covered topics such as language and social
justice, Liberatory Imaginaries of Caribbean Youth
through reading and writing, Afro-Mexican identity and
justice, citizenship, and the incorporation of oral histories
into secondary classroom teaching about the region.

Dr. Molly Hamm-Rodriguez, USF College of
Education. “Language and Social Justice: Youth
Participatory Action Research in the Dominican
Republic” 
Dr. Clarence Walker, Jr., USF College of Education.
“16 Shades of Blackness: Afro-Mexicans, Justice, and
Citizenship”
Dr. Bárbara Cruz and Dr. Deanna Michael, USF
College of Education. “Oral Histories in the
Secondary Classroom: Teaching about Latin America
and the Caribbean” 
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Marking our last session of the day, undergraduate and
graduate students had the chance to present their research
about various topics in Latin America and the Caribbean. While
students presented their posters, a jury walked around to
evaluate the best undergraduate and graduate posters, which
was announced at the end of the symposium. 

A�ä©�éÝ� ,ô�Å�Ý�¬é�, USF Judy Genshaft Honors College.
“Poorly Functioning Institutions Undermine Development In
Latin America: A Comparison Between Two Perspectives on
the Same History” 
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History and  Culture 
Led by Moderator Adriana Novoa from the USF Department of
History/ISLAC, in this session attendees explored diverse
research topics. Discussions ranged from Ecuador's dynamics
during the Cold War era to emerging narratives about the
Haitian Other in Dominican social media. Additionally, the
session de�





Here are some news and events happening in Latin America and the Caribbean

Argentina: April 23th, tens of thousands took to the streets in Buenos Aires and

other province capitals to demand more funding for public universities. Argentina's

president  Javier Milei, came to office in December of 2023, his campaign

announced serious cuts to public spending.

Brazil: The country will host the presidency of The Group of Twenty (G20), the main

forum for international economic cooperation. Several Brazilian cities will host

relevant meetings, which will conclude with the Summit of Rio of Janeiro, on

November 18 and 19. World leaders of the 19 member countries, plus the African

Union and the European Union will be in attendance.

Colombia:  Tens of thousands of Colombians marched on April 21 to reject

economic and social reforms being proposed by President Gustavo Petro.

Dominica: The High Court has overturned a ban on consensual same-sex relations in

the Caribbean island nation. The court overruled the criminalized of same-sex

relations and they are no longer considered against the country's constitution.

Ecuador - Mexico: On April 5th Ecuadorian police entrered by force the Mexican

Embassy in Quito and seized Jorge Glas, Ecuador’s former vice-president. He had

been granted asylum by Mexico just hours earlier. In response, Mexico filed a case

before the International Court of Justice.

Haiti: The Prime Minister, Ariel Henry, resigned, and a new council was sworn in to

lead the country which has been at stake due to deadly gang violence. Henry's

Minister of Economy and Finance, Michel Patrick Boisvert, will be interim prime

minister until the transition council appoints a new head of government, a cabinet,

and a provisional electoral council set to pave the way for an eventual vote.
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https://www.instagram.com/islac_usf/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-the-study-of-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-islac
https://twitter.com/islac_usf

