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Welcome from the USF Humanities Institute

Elizabeth Kicak, M.F.A.
Director, USF Humanities Institute

Welcome to the 2024 Graduate Humanities Symposium, hosted by the 
Humanities Institute at USF. Our hope is that this is the first step towards 
an annual series that highlights the incredible original research and 
creative works being produced by USF graduate students. We have 46 
students from 12 departments within the College of Arts and Sciences 
who will present their work today. This is a testament to the continued 
relevance and urgency of humanities research within our university. 

To our student scholars, I hope that this is a day of connection, 
education, and growth—a day dedicated to discussing new ideas as 
well as developing your professional skills. To our faculty, I hope you 
enjoy watching those you instruct and mentor stand in front of a room 
of peers and share the results of countless hours of study. 

A huge thank you to the team of people behind today’s symposium! Also, 
my sincere thanks to the many faculty members who have promoted 
the symposium, encouraged students to apply, and volunteered to 
moderate panels. 

Enjoy the symposium and go Bulls! USF Humanities Institute

Liz Kicak
Director

Jennifer Knight
Assistant Director
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Schedule Overview

Friday, October 11: 

Presenter Check-In and Breakfast8:30am - 8:55am

9:00am - 10:00am Session I
Exploring Identities Through Latine Literature
Memory, Landscape, and Growth
Activism, Social Organization, and Political Movements

MSC 3707

MSC 3707
MSC 3709
MSC 3712

10:00am - 11:00am Session II 
Language and Identity 
Journeys of the Spirit: Philosophy to Fiction 
Utopia, Dystopia, and Outsiders

MSC 3707
MSC 3709
MSC 3712

11:00am - 11:15am Break

11:15am - 12:15pm Session III
Screening Narratives: Media, Identity, and Cultural 
Representation 

Class and Power in the Premodern World

MSC 3709

MSC 3712

Lunch 
(provided for presenters and moderators)

12:15pm - 1:00pm MSC 3707

1:00pm - 2:00pm Session IV 
Narratives Through New Media 
Gender and Other Tensions in Horror Genre Film

MSC 3707
MSC 3712

2:00pm - 3:00pm Session V 
Not at the Dinner Table: Religion, Politics, and Scholarship
Out of Bounds: Morality and Gender Nonconformity 

MSC 3707
MSC 3712

3:00pm - 3:15pm Break

3:15pm - 4:15pm Session VI 
Nonconformity: Living Outside the Boundaries 
Not Just Setting: The Role of Place in Creative Writing 

MSC 3707
MSC 3712

4:15pm - 5:15pm Session VII 
Human Rights, Empathy, and Communication MSC 3707
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SESSION VI

3:15pm - 4:15pm
3707 Nonconformity: 

Living Outside 
the Boundaries

Moderator: Ángel Maldonado (English)
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