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One of  the Humanities 
Institute’s earliest initiatives 
was the Great Book Series . 
Twice a semester, alumni 
and community members 
gathered with prominent 
USF faculty to interpret 
and discuss a great work of  
literature. After a two year 
hiatus, the Institute has part-
nered with the John Scott 
Dailey Florida Institute of  
Government  and the USF 
Alumni Association  to re-
vive the Great Books Series.  

On September 28, Dr. 
Victor Peppard , Chair of  

the World Languages Depart-
ment, will lead discussion on 
Yevgeny Zamyatin’s, We. This 
classic dys-
topian novel 
was fi rst pub-
lished in 1924 
and is the 
major precur-
sor to later 
dystopian 
works, such 
as 1984 and 
Brave New World. Participants 
will read the Mirra Ginsburg 
translation (ISBN: 0-38063-
313-2).

 On October 26, Dr. 
Mike Gibbons, Associate 
Professor in Government 
and International Affairs, 
will lead discussion of  The 
Federalist Papers. The themes 
discussed in these essays 
remain central to contempo-
rary discussion of  the nature 
and scope of  government. 
Participants will read the 
2005 edition, edited by J.R. 
Pole (ISBN: 0-87220-711-0).

Sessions cost $10 each 
and participants are respons-
Cont. on Page 3...
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Imagining God: A Symposium on Complexity and 
Controversy in Religious Representation

How can one represent God or any 
holy fi gure, be it a saint or a prophet, 
who must exceed anything that can 
be imagined about her or him?  From 
iconoclasm to capital fatwa, the repre-
sentation of  religious subjects in visual 
and verbal texts has often been contro-
versial, for how can the unimaginable 
and unnameable be represented without 
doing violence to it, even if  the pur-
pose of  the representing is reverence?  
This interdisciplinary symposium, to be 
held November 18-19 in the Marshall 
Center, room 2708, will feature panels 
of  speakers from various humanities 
disciplines to discuss this issue, either 
in the context of  broad theological or 
philosophical questions or in numerous 

specifi c controversies that have arisen in 
the recent or more distant past.  

Please join us on November 18 atnce to it, even :[(7:00 p)43(.m.n inMSCm 270s totw)13.2elcomse uor 
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Spring 2010 Highlights

Photos by: M. Formentin

Frank Lodato discussing “The Nature of  
Design.”

USF Jazz Ensamble  
II playing at the 
Marshall Center 
Amphitheater for A 
Stampede of  Culture, 
co-sponosred with 
the Humanities and 
Cultural Studies 
Student Organiza-
tion

Graduate 
students present 
their research 
at the 2010 
WLE Research 
Colloquium.

(L to R) Ginan Fayad, Sangita Victor, and Abeer Mohammad
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Democracy and the Humanities Public Forum: 
A Discussion of  Martha Nussbaum’s Not for Profi t

As universities increasingly are 
asked to produce more with fewer 
resources, there is growing pressure 
to document 
quantitatively the 
return on invest-
ment in higher 
education. The 
resulting situ-
ation presents 
unique problems 
for Humanities 
and Liberal Arts 
programs, where 
return on invest-
ment often cannot be fully measured in 
any quantitative way, leading critics to 
question the value of  such programs. 
Martha Nussbaum, distinguished politi-

cal philosopher and ethicist, makes an 
impassioned defense of  the humani-
ties in her newest book, Not for Profi t: 
Why Democracy Needs the Humanities. 
On November 30, Nussbaum will be 
the featured speaker in the Phi Beta 
Kappa Lecture Series, sponsored by 
USF Phi Beta Kappa Faculty Alumni, 
the USF Offi ce of  the Provost, and 
Tampa Mayor, Pam Iorio
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Jay Hopler Wins Rome Fellowship

In April 2010, English Professor Jay 
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“There are obviously two educations. One should 
teach us how to make a living and the other how 
to live.”
           - James Truslow-Adams

Humanities are, without a doubt, the core 
of  that second aim of  education.

University of  South Florida

Humanities Institute
4202 E. Fowler Ave., CPR 107
Tampa, FL 33620
Phone: 813.974.3657
Fax: 813.974.9409

www.humanities-institute.usf.edu ▪
www.facebook.com/humanitiesinstituteusf ▪

Silvio Gaggi, Ph.D.
Director: sgaggi@usf.edu

Christine M. Probes, Ph.D.
Associate Director: probes@usf.edu

Liz Kicak, M.F.A.
Program Assistant: ekicak@usf.edu

Director’s Statement
Cont. from Pg. 6.
ver individuals with interests in cultural 
manifestations that challenge national 
and regional boundaries can be identi-
fi ed.  For November we have organized 
a symposium on Religious Representa-
tion, which will have as its focus the 
ways in which various world cultures 
have struggled to represent—in words 
and images--that which seems to defy 
the limitations of  representation.  The 
keynote speaker for this symposium will 
be François Dupuigrenet Desroussilles, 
a distinguished and widely published 
scholar of  Religion and graduate of  
the École nationale des Chartes and 
the École des hautes études en sciences 
sociales in Paris (1976), who will give an 
interdisciplinary talk dealing with visual 
and verbal representations of  God in 
the Bibles of  the Reformation period. 

In October we are bringing in Miami 
based Cuban exile Ricardo Pau-Llosa, 
who will read and talk about his poems, 
and in Novem-
ber we will have 
Olga Gershen-
son, Assistant 
Professor of  
Judaic and Near-
Eastern Studies 
at the University 
of  Massachu-
setts-Amherst, who has spoken and 
written about immigration, cultural 
hybridity, fi lm, and gender.  Dr. Gersh-
enson will talk about her recent research 
on the Holocaust fi lm in Russia.   

No doubt nothing about this is 
completely new.  Culture and ideas have 
always slipped across borders, creating 
new forms and new confrontations.  
And adaptations and translations, even 

mis-translations, are not necessarily a 
bad thing, unless you think that cultural 
“purity” (if  it ever was possible) is an 

ideal to which one should always 
aspire.  Otherwise they can provide 
an opportunity for creativity and 
serendipitous innovation.  Monet’s 
paintings demonstrate the greatness 
of  his “eye,” but Kandinsky liked 
the abstraction he saw in them and 
moved on to pioneer non-objective 
art.  But what’s different now is that 

the pace and quantity of  these transac-
tions, translations, and transformations 
are so intense and ubiquitous that none 
but the most willfully blind could ignore 
them.  Assuming we don’t destroy our-
selves fi rst, the world is becoming more 
radically different and more interesting 
a place than most of  us ever imagined.

Olga Gershenson


