Latest NSF Grants Bring USF Sociology’s

10-Year Grant Total to over $5 Million

This summer, Dr. Elizabeth Aranda (P1)

and Dr. Alessandra Rosa (postdoctoral
scholar) were award-
ed an NSF grant
($401,500) for their
research project
“Emotional Adapta-
tion and Incorpora-
tion of Puerto Ricans
Following Post-
Disaster Migration.”
They will carry out

Last fall, Dr. Will Tyson (PI), Dr. Laksh-
mi Jayaram (Co-Pl), and Dr. Marilyn
Barger (Co-PlI,
HCC) were awarded
« an NSF grant
($799,858) for Path-
Tech LISTEN, a
national mixed-
methods longitudi-
ey nal study on educa-
tional and occupa-
tional pathways

s

this research in the
upcoming years.

taken by communi-

ty college technician

education students.
LISTEN is the latest of three NSF-funded
studies (totaling $2,930,265) on work,
school, and life pathways.

This latest award brings the Department’s
total amount of grant dollars over the last
10 years to $5,250,488. Besides Aranda
and Rosa, a few faculty and research asso-
ciates have recently contributed to this
collective achievement.

Dististinguished University Professor
John Skvoretz and co-Pls are continuing

(Continued on page 4)

Faculty, Students, and Alumni/ae Receive
International Recognitions

At last summer’s meeting of the American Socio-
logical Association in Philadelphia, Dr. Eliza-
beth Hordge-Freeman (pictured at left with
then ASA President, Dr. Eduardo Bonilla-Silva),
alumna Dr. Justine Egner, and doctoral stu-
dent Carley Geiss (pictured below) received
awards from the ASA Section on Body and Em-
bodiment.

Hordge-Freeman won
Best Publication for
her book The Color of
Love (2015), and
Egner and Geiss re-
ceived Best Graduate
Student Paper for
their paper “Having a
Sexual Outlet Chang-
es Everything.”

(Continued on page 4)
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Welcome to Our
Department!

This fall, USF Sociology
welcomes:

Dr. Jamie Sommer
(Ph.D., 2018, SUNY at
Stony Brook), who is
joining us as an assis-
tant professor. Dr.
Sommer uses mixed-
methods research to
examine how institu-
tional factors impact
global inequality in
environment and devel-
opment (see page 5).

Dr. Gyeo Reh Lee
(Ph.D., 2019, Indiana
University), who is join-
ing us as half-time vis-
iting instructor. Dr.
Lee has expertise in
quantitative methods,
statistics, public sector
privatization, and col-
laborative governance.

Our incoming Ph.D.
students Jamila Chris-
tiansen, Melanie Escue,
and Zoe Kenney.

Our incoming M.A.
students Jenna Bate-
man, Richard De-
Campa, Julia Jester,
Karter Johnson, Anna
McNally, Michael Ny-
man, and Alphonse
Opoku.
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Recent Career Moves

Dr. Elizabeth Aranda was promoted to Associate
Dean for Communication, Community and Global
Engagement for the College of Arts and Sciences.

Dr. Jasmon Bailey defended his doctoral disserta-
tion and accepted a Presidential Postdoctoral Fel-
lowship at The University of Maryland.

Dr. James Cavendish was elected to serve as
President of the Association for the Sociology of
Religion, 2019-2020.

Dr. Damien Contessa is starting a new position
as Professor of Instruction | at the University of
Tampa after serving as a Visiting Instructor in our
department for 3 years.

Dr. Sara Crawley was elected Chair of the ASA
Section on Sex & Gender.

Drs. Emelda Curry and Erica Toothman were
promoted from Instructor | to Instructor 11 (i.e.,
Senior Instructor).

Ms. Sheela Fernandez, who served as our Aca-
demic Services Administrator for several years,
started a new position as Manager of Fiscal and
Business Administration for USF's Office of Gradu-
ate Studies.

Dr. Sara Green was promoted to Full Professor.

Dr. Hadi Khoshneviss defended his doctoral dis-
sertation and will be joining the faculty of Kenyon
College as a Visiting Assistant Professor.

Dr. Maggie Kusenbach began her 3-year term as
Associate Chair of the Department of Sociology.

Dr. Maralee Mayberry is beginning her new posi-
tion as Director of the Sociology Graduate Program.

Dr. Chris Ponticelli is beginning her new position
as Director of the Sociology Undergraduate Pro-
gram.

Dr. Erik Withers defended his doctoral disserta-
tion and will be joining the faculty of the University
of Wisconsin, River Falls, as an Assistant Professor
of Sociology.

Attention Alumni/ae

Please like our Facebook page “USF Sociology” and
email us at SOC-Alumni@usf.edu to update your
contact information or share your accomplishments.
USF is your home, and we’d like to stay in touch.

SocioFeed

A Word from the Chair

Whether you are a prospective or cur-

rent student, a faculty member, an

alumnus/a, or an outside observer seek-

ing to learn more about USF Sociology,

you'll discover in reading this newslet-

ter that we are a vibrant community of

scholars dedicated to providing quality

education and professional develop-

ment, fostering our students’ success,

and conducting basic and applied re-

search to share with the University of South Florida, various
local and national constituencies, and the broader academic
community. Thank you for taking the time to learn about us.

If you would like to receive more information about our pro-
grams, please visit our website at http://sociology.usf.edu/ or
contact me at jcavendi@usf.edu or 813-
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Education Abroad Enriches

Under the leadership of Dr. Beatriz Padilla, undergraduate students
from USF spent six days during their Spring Break in Lisbon, Portu-
gal, learning about European and Portuguese migration policies and
programs, human trafficking and exploitation, and refugees and asy-
lum policies. They listened to scholars who have conducted research in
these areas, talked to migrants and refugees, and presented the results
of the research they had completed during their course on Migration
and Human Trafficking.
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Undergrad Alumna Tia Dixon Establishes “Dixon’s
Posimoto Scholarship” to Support Student Interns

Internships help build the founda- ISS major who would like to complete
tion for our students’ careers. They an unpaid internship with a local,
increase students’ chances of acquir- non-profit community agency, and

ing a job after graduation and of
earning a higher starting salary.
That's why a recent donation by un-
dergraduate alumna Ms. Tia Dixon
to support student internships is so
e P Help Celebrate
our Success

At our annual banquet on April 4,
2019, Ms. Dixon announced that she

is establishing “Dixon’s Posimoto Consider JOI Ni Nng us

Scholarship,” which stands for
“positive motivation.” This fund will for our banquet on

provide one $2,000 scholarship annu- Aprl | 9, 2020
ally to an undergraduate Sociology or
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