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CONCENTRATION IN AFRICANA STUDIES 
 

DESCRIPTION 

 
The master of liberal arts with a concentration in Africana studies is an interdisciplinary degree 
program that focuses on the study of the African Diaspora with attention to history, culture, society, 
and politics. Coursework in Africana studies—wherein faculty research focuses on the western, 
eastern, and southern Africa, the Americas, and the Caribbean—aligns with the University of South 
Florida’s strategic goals of developing “well-educated, highly-skilled global citizens” who will assume 
leadership roles domestically and abroad. By choosing Africana Studies, you become a part of a 
unique education entity that is grounded in the experiences, culture, and contributions of the Black 
World (the United States, Africa, and the Caribbean). Indeed, Africana Studies is itself an institution 
indebted to the passion for social change and the power of progressive thinking that emerged during 
the late civil rights movement and the Black Power era. USF’s Department of Africana Studies was 
founded in 1969 and was the first department of its kind to offer undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in the state of Florida. In 2016, it joined with International Studies, Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies, and Political Science to develop an interdisciplinary school focused on training 
students to develop cross-disciplinary skills and perspectives to advance research that expands our 
collective knowledge and capacity to recognize, assess, and address social, political, and economic 
linkages across local and global communities. 

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION PROCESS 

 
In addition to the admission requirements listed in the catalog, applicants must have: 

 A statement of purpose discussing your academic experience and your interest in graduate 
work in Africana Studies.  

 A writing sample that is double spaced and does not exceed 20 pages.  

 Three (3) letters of recommendation. They should be signed on letterheads and come from 
sources who can speak to your academic and/or professional experience in ways that will 
inform readers of your potential as a graduate student.  

 A current CV or résumé.  

 Official GRE scores.  
 
To apply: 
 
Students must apply for admission through the Office of Graduate Admissions. The School of 
Interdisciplinary Global Studies admits for the fall and spring semesters. 
 

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS ACADEMIC PROGRAM  
 
Students are required to complete 33 hours of graduate study, including the completion of two core 
humanities courses (6 hours), three core Africana Studies courses (9 hours), four electives (12 
hours), and a thesis (6 hours). In lieu of the thesis, students have the option of completing a 
substantial literature review (3 hours) with an additional elective (3 hours). Ideally, students will 
complete the academic program in 2-3 years (4-6 semesters), though each student’s academic 

/admissions/graduate/admission-information/requirements-deadlines.aspx
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program will vary according to the number of credits they complete per semester. Students must 
earn a minimum of a “B” in each core course, or otherwise will be required to retake the course. 
 

REQUIRED H

/arts-sciences/students/graduate/graduate-certificates.aspx
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/Catalog%20and%20Policies/2015-2016/Section_26_Grad_Course_Info.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/Catalog%20and%20Policies/2015-2016/Section_26_Grad_Course_Info.pdf
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
Students must decide to pursue a thesis or non-thesis track as part of their graduate program. They 
should make this choice in consultation with the graduate director and a major professor at the end 
of the second semester of study. 
 

THESIS OPTION 

 

/arts-sciences/students/graduate/forms-and-links.aspx
/arts-sciences/students/graduate/forms-and-links.aspx
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4. The student should meet with their thesis chair prior to end of the first academic year to 
discuss research goals the student should strive for while on recess between the first and 
second years. 

CRAFTING A THESIS PROPOSAL 
 
Students should write and defend their thesis proposal in their planned penultimate semester or 
prior. 
 

 The completed thesis proposal should specify the question(s) that guides the proposed 
research, and where they fit in the literature in which the research questions are situated. 

 The proposal should demonstrate the student’s competent grasp of existing literature in the 
field of study and indicate precisely where and how the proposed thesis will contribute to 
scholarship.  

 Moreover, it should identify the method(s) by which the student plans to execute the 
research, identifying, where appropriate, sources of qualitative or quantitative data as well. 

 
Each thesis project and major professor require different kinds of proposals. Thus, proposals will 
vary in length and format, though they must meet the criteria listed above. Some major professors, 
for example, may require a condensed literature review within the body of the proposal, while others 
may ask for an annotated and structured bibliography. That said, students should expect to include a 
description of their research objective, a review of the relevant literature, a plan of research, a 
description of methods, and a bibliography. Proposals average about 20 double-spaced pages.3 
Ultimately, prior to the start of the student’s formal thesis research semester, each member of the 
thesis committee must approve the student’s proposal. Students, therefore, should plan to allow 
time for each committee member to read and respond to the proposal. Successful completion and 
approval of the thesis proposal serves in lieu of a comprehensive exam. 
 
To facilitate the completion of a thorough proposal, in their third semester, with the approval of their 
major professor, students may enroll in AFA 6905: Independent Study. Independent study should 
help students become more familiar with the existing literature on their interests.4 Concurrently in 
the third semester, if deemed appropriate by the major professor, students may also enroll in AFA 6910: 
Directed Research.5 
  

 
3 We provide this inf



mailto:mlaccone@usf.edu
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/ETD_Certificate_of_Approval_Form.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/ETD-res-main.php
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/thesisprocesschecklist.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/thesisprocesschecklist.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/graduate-directors.php
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DEFENSE 
 
Defenses will vary in format and style. Students should consult with their major professor on the 
agenda and procedure of their individual defense. All members of the committee and the student 
must be present for the duration of the defense. Students should remember to bring a completed 

http://www.grad.usf.edu/student-forms.php
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NON-THESIS OPTION 
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PROPOSED PLAN OF STUDY 
 
This proposed plan of study will vary according to which core courses are offered per semester; the 

http://www.grad.usf.edu/workshops.php
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Semesters 
4-6 

Thesis students: register for 
thesis hours (AFA 6971). 

Thesis students should complete their thesis draft 
several months prior to the desired defense date and 
will revise and resubmit the thesis to the committee 
chair until they are satisfied. Remember to attend to all 
the deadlines and paperwork required by the Office of 
Graduate Studies and to keep your major professor 
and committee abreast of these dates and of your 
progress. Schedule your defense and submit the final 
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GRADING POLICY AND MAINTAINING GOOD ACADEMIC 
STANDING6 
 
Students pursuing the Master of Liberal Arts in Africana Studies must maintain good academic 
standing.  

 

The Office of Graduate Studies automatically considers a student out of good standing if they fail to 
meet the requirements listed above (see: 

http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/probation-procedure.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/probation-procedure.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/policies_sect7_full.php
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/Catalog%20and%20Policies/2012_2013/Policies/Automating_Academic_Probation_with_Examples_updated_10_24_12.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/Catalog%20and%20Policies/2012_2013/Policies/Automating_Academic_Probation_with_Examples_updated_10_24_12.pdf
http://www.grad.usf.edu/inc/linked-files/Catalog%20and%20Policies/2012_2013/Policies/Automating_Academic_Probation_with_Examples_updated_10_24_12.pdf
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FELLOWSHIPS, FUNDING, AND AWARDS 
 

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS7 
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The University of South Florida, established in 1956, is a high-impact global research university 
dedicated to student success. 


