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I. Graduate Faculty in the Department of Religious Studies 

 
Dr. Gil Ben-Herut, Associate Professor of Religious Studies 

Ph.D., Religious Studies, Emory University, 2013 

Research interests: Pre-modern religious poetry in the Kannada language, South-Asian 

devotional traditions, Sanskrit poetics and courtly poetry, and early Buddhist, Jain, and Hindu 

narrative traditions. 

Office: CPR 468A; Email: gilb@usf.edu; Phone: 813-974-2221 

 

Dr. Michael DeJonge, Professor of Religious Studies 
Ph.D., Religious Studies, Emory University, 2009 

Research interests: History of Christianity, modern Christian thought, religion and politics, public 

discourses of religion. 

Office: CPR 469D; Email: mdejonge@usf.edu; Phone: 813-974-1848 
 
 

Dr. Adib Farhadi, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies 
Ph.D., Economics, The University of Canberra 

Research interests: Peace and conflict, economic development, governance and countering violent 

extremism. 

Office: CPR 468G; farhadi@usf.edu; Phone: 813-974-3582 
 

Dr. Cass Fisher, Associate Professor of Religious Studies 
Ph.D., Philosophy of Religion, The Divinity School, University of Chicago, 2005 

Research interests: Jewish studies, philosophy of religion, philosophical analysis of Jewish 

theological language utilizing texts from the ancient and modern periods. 

Office: CPR 468C; Email: cass@usf.edu; Phone: 813-974-0578 

 

Dr. Tori Lockler, Associate Professor of Instruction Religious Studies 
Ph.D., Communication, University of South Florida, 2015 

Teaching interests: African diasporic religions with a focus on the Caribbean, religion and health, 

intersection of race and religion in the U.S., religion peacebuilding and conflict, and narrative 

ethics. 

Office: CPR 469E; Email: tlockler@usf.edu; Phone: 813-974-2221 

 

Dr. William Schanbacher, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies 
Ph.D., Religious Studies, Claremont Graduate University, 2009 

Research interests: Religious and social ethics with a focus on the global food system and 

globalization and poverty. 

Office: CPR 468D; Email: william48@usf.edu; Phone: 813-974-2730 

 

Dr. Paul Schneider, Associate Professor of Instruction Religious Studies 
Ph.D., Religious Studies, Columbia University, 1990 

Teaching interests: Christian Apocrypha, Gnosticism and the earliest Christian communities 

within Jewish sectarianism of the Late Second Temple Period. 

Office: CPR 470A; Email: pgschnei@usf.edu; Phone: 813-974-2730 

mailto:gilb@usf.edu
mailto:mdejonge@usf.edu
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&amp;fs=1&amp;tf=1&amp;to=farhadi%40usf.edu
mailto:cass@usf.edu
mailto:tlockler@usf.edu
mailto:william48@usf.edu
mailto:pgschnei@usf.edu
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Affiliate or Courtesy Graduate Faculty 
 

Affiliate faculty members are eligible to teach graduate courses, to serve on masterôs, specialist, and 

doctoral level committees, to direct masterôs committees, and to coȤdirect doctoral level committees, at the 

discretion of the College. 

 
See USF Graduate Catalogue https://www.usf.edu/graduate-studies/faculty-and-staff/graduate-catalog-

archives.aspx 
 

Dr. James Cavendish, Associate Professor of Sociology 
Ph.D., Sociology, University of Notre Dame, 1997 

Research interests: Sociology of religion, religion and social change, religion and immigration, 

religion and sexuality, social justice and social activism, Roman Catholicism. 

Email: jcavendi@usf.edu 
 

Dr. Michael Decker, Professor of History 
Ph.D., Oxford University, 2011 

Research Interests: Byzantium; Ancient-Medieval Mediterranean History and Archaeology; 

History of Middle East and North Africa 

Email: mjdecker@usf.edu 
 

Dr. David Jacobson, Professor of Sociology 
Ph.D., Princeton University, 1991 

Research Interests: Immigration and citizenship; human rights, religion and conflict; international 

institutions and law 

Email: djacobso@usf.edu 
 

 

Dr. Wei Zhang, Professor of Philosophy 
Ph.D., East Asian Studies and Comparative Literature, University of Minnesota, 1995 

Research Interests: Asian philosophy of religion, comparative intellectual histories, and Mahayana 

Buddhist philosophical traditions, Daoist traditions, Chinese religious and philosophical medicine 

Email: wzhang5@usf.edu 
 
 

II. Masters of Arts in Religious Studies 

The MA in Religious Studies provides opportunities for students with a previous background in the 

academic study of religion to expand their knowledge of the social, cultural, and historical contexts of 

religion, develop in-depth knowledge of particular religious traditions, and acquire proficiency in a wide 

variety of pertinent methodologies and theoretical perspectives. The department offers two tracks toward 

the MA degree. The thesis track is intended for those students preparing for college or university teaching 

and research careers. The non-thesis track serves students preparing for professional careers (e.g., as 

/graduate-studies/faculty-and-staff/graduate-catalog-archives.aspx
/graduate-studies/faculty-and-staff/graduate-catalog-archives.aspx
mailto:jcavendi@usf.edu
mailto:mjdecker@usf.edu
mailto:djacobso@usf.edu
mailto:wzhang5@usf.edu


5  

III. Admission to Graduate Study in the Department of Religious Studies 

Application for admission to graduate study is available through the website of the USF Office of 

Admissions https://www.usf.edu/admissions/graduate/index.aspx Although exceptions can be made, 

/admissions/graduate/index.aspx
/admissions/graduate/index.aspx%20.
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IV. Graduate Advising in Religious Studies 

Once admitted, a graduate student should seek academic advice from the Director of Graduate Studies. 

 

Students are reminded that according to the USF Graduate Catalog ñit is ultimately the responsibility of the 

student to be acquainted with all 



http://usfweb2.usf.edu/finaid/
http://www.usf.edu/admissions/graduate/graduate-assistantships.aspx
http://www.usf.edu/admissions/graduate/graduate-assistantships.aspx


/graduate-studies/students/electronic-thesis-dissertation/current-etd-deadlines.aspx
/graduate-studies/students/electronic-thesis-dissertation/current-etd-deadlines.aspx


/graduate-studies/students/electronic-thesis-dissertation/index.aspx
/graduate-studies/students/electronic-thesis-dissertation/index.aspx
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Appendix I 

 

Contract for Independent Study (RLG 6909) and 

Directed Research (RLG 6911) Courses 

 

 
DATE:   

 

STUDENT NAME:   
 

SEMESTER/YEAR:   
 

U #:   
 

Independent Study and Directed Research courses are designed to provide opportunities for the student to 

pursue a course of study beyond what can be achieved in regular classroom activity. The instructor is 

granting permission because he/she feels that the student will benefit academically from this experience. 

This arrangement should not be made simply as a convenience for a student who has other conflicting 

commitments. 

 

I HEREBY VERIFY THAT I HAVE ALREADY COMPLETED HOURS OF INDEPENDENT 

STUDY AND DIRECTED RESEARCH COURSES COMBINED. 

 

I agree to the terms listed below for hours of credit in (check one): 
 

   REL 6906 Independent Study CRN #   
 

   REL 6911 Directed Research CRN #   
 

 

 

 

Studentôs signature Date 
 

 

Instructorôs signature Date 
 

 

Graduate Directorôs signature Date 

 

 

Attach to this sheet a statement that includes: (a) the goals or purposes of the course, including its 
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        Appendix II 

 

Suggested Two Year Sequence for Completion of the MA —Thesis Track 
 

The MA program can be completed in two years by full-time students (9-12 credit hours per semester). 
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Appendix III 

 

Thesis Proposal Guidelines 

A Masters of Arts thesis is more than a research paper. It marks your transition from being a student to 

being a colleague or fellow investigator in your chosen field of expertise. To become a conversation 

partner with the scholars who are leading the way in your chosen field of inquiry you need to identify the 

issue or problem you wish to address in your thesis, then show that you are familiar with the work 

(theories, data, and methodologies) of the leading scholars in this area and indicate how your thesis will 

relate to the ongoing scholarly conversation. 

 

Unlike a doctoral dissertation, the masterôs thesis does not require that you actually contribute something 

new to your field (although that is great when it happens), but that you show your mastery of the theories, 

data and methodologies of your field in relationship to the particular topic. 

 

Your proposal should be between five and ten pages and follow the outline below. It should indicate what 

you are going to do, how you are going to do it, and what your anticipated conclusion will be. 
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J. Bibliography 

 Identify the relevant scholarly literature about the problem that you will be addressing based 

on the parameters you have 

 

have

the

have
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Appendix IV 

 

Thesis Proposal Authorization Form 

 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA 

 

AUTHORIZATION OF MASTERS THESIS PROPOSAL/PLAN OF RESEARCH 

 
The undersigned verify that the thesis proposal (i.e., research plan) has been successfully completed by 
the following candidate and authorize the candidate to enroll in Thesis Hours. 

 
 

 Name  (print or type clearly) USF ID# Degree 
 

Candidate 
   

 

 

Graduate Program 

 

 

Graduate Department 

 

 

Thesis Title 

 

 

Examining Committee 
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA 
 

SUCCESSFUL DEFENSE OF THE MASTERS THESIS 

 
The undersigned verify that the final oral defense of the thesis has been successfully completed by the 
following candidate and that the thesis is ready to submit to the Graduate School pending revisions. 

 
 

 Name  (print or type clearly) USF ID# Degree 
 

Candidate 
   

 

 

Graduate Program 

 

 

Graduate Department 

 

 

Thesis Title 

 

 

Examining Committee 
 

  

Name (print or type clearly) 
 

Signature of Approval 

Major Professor 
Co-Major Professor 

  

Co-Major Professor 
Member 

  

 

Member 
  

 

Member 
  

 

Member 
  

Defense held on 
(date) 

  

Successful Defense 
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