4 HMIVFAMSITY _ 0

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS SPLIT ON MASK MANDATE WHILE COVID
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March 3, 2021
Dear Local Government Official:

I am sharing with you some key findings of the C@\fscal and service impact survey we conducted
in the last quarter of 2020. This was a natwie online survey conducted with thgoal of determining

the effects of COVHD9 mitigation measures on.8H county and municipal revenue and public sergice
provided, and to identify the policies being implemented by governments to address fiscal challenges
posed by COVHDO. The link to theurvey was sent to a stratified random sample of 1,000 local
government officials in the United States and 245 of them completed the survey, represagting
percentresponse rateForty-eight of the respondents are in the Northeast region of the United States,
51 are in the Southeast, 50 are in the Midwest, 43 are in the Southwest, and 53 are in thd Mest.
distribution implieghat
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COVIB19 FISCAL AND SERVICE IMPACT SURVEY
SUMMARY OF KEY FINDENG
BY DRSTEPHENIKINS

INTRODUCTION
Thisnation-wide online









PERCENTAGE LOSS OF FY 2020 BUDGET REVENUE

Sales Tax Revenue Loss in FY :ZDitty-three respondentq14 percen) said COVI9 had no effect
on theirFY 202Galestax revenue. Fifyseven respondents (28ercend said they hadn estimated
revenue loss of less than 5 percent, 66 respondé2ifgpercen)) hadbetweena5 percentand 9percent
revenue loss, and@respondents(12 percend) had betweena 10 percentand 14percentrevenue loss.
This showshat 50 percentof the respondents had up to Percentrevenue lossn sales tax due tthe
COVIEL9 pandemic
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revenue loss between percentand 9percent



FY 2020 Revenwreceivedrom Federal GovernmenOne hundred andeventyfour respondents (71
percen)) said they receivless than Jercentof their FY 202@nnual revenue from the federal
government. Thirty




Percentage of FY 2021 Revenue Anticipated from Federal Govern@manthundred andeventyseven
respondents (7ercen) said theyanticipateless than Jercentof their FY 2021 revenue from the
federal governmentFifty-four responcents (22 perceni anticipate between percentand 9percentof
their revenue from the federal governmerand9 respondentg4 perceni anticipatebetween10
percentand 14 percentof their revenue from the federal government.
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Percentage of FY 20Revenue Anticipated frorState GovernmentOne hundred and sevenfpur
respondentq71percend said they anticipatéess than Jercentof their FY 2021 revenue from the
state government. Fiftghree respondents (2perceni anticipatebetween5 percentand9 percentof
their revenue fronthe state government,9 respondents ($¢ercen) anticipatebetween10 percentand
14 percentfrom the state governnent, and another 6 responden(& percen)) anticipatebetween15
percentand19 percentfrom the state government.
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SERVICE IMPACTS

Table 3shows selected essential administrative services for which funding and FTEs were reduced as a
result of the COVH29 pandemicThe findings in Tabl@shows police service had the highest

percentage of respondents (4f#rcenf) who said their jurisdictionut funding in FY 2020, followed by

fire (42percend, healthcare (42percend), masstransit (42perceni, and EMS services (g@rcend.

However police service had the second lowest percentage of respondentpdc®&n) whose

jurisdiction reduced FTE kY 2020, aftefire which hada 17 percent reduction. It is not known whether
the Mefund thepolice calls in Summer and Fall 2020 had some influence on the extent of funding
reduction forpolice servicdesidesthe impact of COVHR9. EMS had the highegercentage of
jurisdictions (2percen) who reduced FTE in FY 2020 followegbllic housing andehabilitation (26
percenf) andhealthcare (23ercen). For FY 2021, 28 percent of respondents said their jurisdictions will
be reducing funding fawelfare, public housingandrehabilitation andeducation, while 27 percent of

the jurisdictions plan to cut funding fdire andwater provision.Seventeen percent of respondents said
their jurisdiction will be reducing FTE feater









