




ALA Accreditation is a voluntary review that a program may choose to undergo for two reasons:
to ensure that post-secondary educational institutions and their academic units, schools, or programs meet
appropriate standards of quality and integrity
to improve the quality of education these institutions offer

During the review process, twelve members are chosen to make up the Committee on Accreditation (CoA) Review Panel to
provide unbiased, yet profession savvy recommendations to the prospective program candidates. Those review panelists are: 

Ten members who are members of ALA
One is appointed in consultation with the Canadian Federation of Library Associations
Another is a Dean/Director/Chair (Program Head) appointed in consultation with the Association for Library and
Information Science Education (ALISE). 

Two members of the CoA must be appointed from the public at large to represent the public interest and cannot be from the
profession (this ensures an unbiased and wider scope of evaluation).

Depending on how much change needs to be made to a program before it can be approved, this process can take over a decade.
Pre-candidacy status (3-6 years)
Initial accreditation (2 years, ending in Self-Study, a comprehensive review of the program, and an accreditation decision
by the CoA)
Continued accreditation (normally scheduled 7 years after the last comprehensive review)

USF was required to submit multiple reports to the CoA Review Board, including a statistical report, a biennial narrative report,
special reports, progress reports, a self-study (which was previously known as the program presentation), and have faculty,
staff members, graduate assistants, alumni, and current students go before the board to determine the merits and limitations
of the program to create new objectives to strive for during the next cycle of the Accreditation process.

American Library Association Accredited



With the full backing of the faculty and the Dean, Dr. Natalie Taylor has been selected as SI’s next Director. Dr. Taylor is a
tenured Associate Professor who, since 2019, has impressively overseen SI's Master's in Library and Information Science (LIS)
program. She skillfully led the program through its most recent ALA accreditation review, showcasing her exceptional
administrative and scholarly leadership. Dr. Taylor has also actively served the information profession, including notable roles
with ALISE.



_aacqq* gldmpk_rgml jgrcp_aw* _lb rfc nmjgrgaq md gldmpk_rgml, G _jqm n_prgagn_rc gl amkkgrrccq _lb mrfcp qcptgac pmjcq gl
rfc gldmpk_rgml npmdcqqgml rfpmsef rfc Djmpgb_ Jg`p_pw ?qqmag_rgml &DJ?'* rfc ?kcpga_l Jg`p_pw ?qqmag_rgml &?J?'* _lb rfc
Wmsle ?bsjr Jg`p_pw Qcptgacq ?qqmag_rgml &W?JQ?', Kmqr pcaclrjw G _rrclbcb rfc ?J? _lls_j amldcpclac gl Q_l Bgcem rm
npcqclr msp npmep_k _q n_pr md msp pcesj_p awajc md pc_aapcbgr_rgml, Gl Hsjw* uc jc_plcb rf_r rfc npmep_k u_q ep_lrcb
pc_aapcbgr_rgml dmp rfc lcvr qctcl wc_pq* cvrclbgle _ bcqgel_rgml rfc bcepcc f_q clhmwcb dmp mtcp dgdrw wc_pq,

Rfc Qafmmj gq glbc`rcb rm rfc jc_bcpqfgn md Bp, P_lbw @mpsk mtcp rfc n_qr rfpcc wc_pq, Bspgle _ rgkc md rpckclbmsq
epmurf dmp rfc Qafmmj _lb rfc Slgtcpqgrw md Qmsrf Djmpgb_ kmpc eclcp_jjw* Bp, @mpsk lmr mljw k_glr_glcb rfc Qafmmj%q
amkkgrkclr rm cvacjjclac gl pcqc_paf _lb cbsa_rgml* fc _jqm mtcpq_u rfc cvn_lqgml md rfc slbcpep_bs_rc npmep_k rm
kmpc rf_l 43. qrsbclrq asppclrjw clpmjjcb, Fgq kclrmpqfgn rm qctcp_j lcu d_asjrw kck`cpq* rfc cvn_lqgml md rfc Qafmmj
md Gldmpk_rgml rm rfc Q_p_qmr_+K_l_rcc a_knsq* _lb rfc cqr_`jgqfkclr md rfc dgpqr clbmucb af_gp npmdcqqmpqfgn dmp rfc
Qafmmj ucpc _jj fgefjgefrq md fgq rclspc,

Kw mul em_jq dmp rfc Qafmmj _pc gl bgpcar _jgelkclr ugrf rfc n_rf Bp, @mpsk &_lb `cdmpc fgk* Bp, ?lbpcuq' qcr sq ml, G
jmmi dmpu_pb rm umpigle ugrf d_asjrw ml lcu ep_lr mnnmprslgrgcq* nmrclrg_j n_prlcpqfgnq ugrf rfc lcu Amjjcec md ?prgdgag_j
Glrcjjgeclac* Aw`cpqcaspgrw* _lb Amknsrgle _r SQD* rfc cvn_lqgml md fc_jrf gldmpk_rgml mddcpgleq ugrfgl msp
slbcpep_bs_rc _lb ep_bs_rc npmep_kq* _lb epmugle msp amjj_`mp_rgml ugrf SQD%q mrfcp a_knsqcq* n_prgasj_pjw Q_p_qmr_*
ufcpc Bp, Hgk ?lbpcuq ugjj npcqgbc _q rfc lcu Ugjjg_k U, $ Hsbgrf ?, E_slr Npmdcqqmp gl Jg`p_pw _lb Gldmpk_rgml Qagclac,

Rfc Qafmmj gq dmprsl_rc rm f_tc amlrglscb jc_bcpqfgn gl msp slbcpep_bs_rc bcepcc npmep_k ugrf rfc npmep_k bgpcarmpqfgn
md Bp, Hmfl Qsjjgt_l, Bp, Qrctc E_pw ugjj rcknmp_pgjw mtcpqcc rfc K,Q, gl Glrcjjgeclac Qrsbgcq _lb K,Q, gl Aw`cp Glrcjjgeclac
_lb Gldmpk_rgml Qcaspgrw ufgjc Bp, @mpsk r_icq _ ksaf bcqcptcb npmdcqqgml_j bctcjmnkclr q_``_rga_j, Bp, Bclgqc
Qfcpcdd ugjj r_ic mtcp _q rfc Npmep_k Bgpcarmp dmp rfc Jg`p_pw _lb Gldmpk_rgml Qagclac npmep_k* _ l_rsp_j dgr egtcl fcp
cvacjjclr jc_bcpqfgn md rfc _qqcqqkclr npmacqqcq pcosgpcb `w rf_r npmep_k _lb grq cvrcpl_j _aapcbgr_rgml,µ

A Welcome from Dr. Natalie Taylor
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§Ucjamkc ctcpwmlc rm rfc 0.02+0.03 _a_bckga wc_p

G _k tcpw njc_qcb rm `cegl kw rcpk _q rfc Bgpcarmp md
rfc Qafmmj md Gldmpk_rgml rfgq ?sesqr _lb jmmi
dmpu_pb rm rmsafgle `_qc ugrf _jsklg* asppclr
qrsbclrq* npmqncargtc qrsbclrq* _lb dpgclbq md rfc
qafmmj rfgq d_jj _q G ecr _bhsqrcb rm rfc lcu pmjc,

Dmp rfmqc md wms ufm bml%r ilmu kc* G f_tc qcptcb _q
_ d_asjrw kck`cp gl rfc Qafmmj md Gldmpk_rgml qglac
0./4 _lb rfc Npmep_k Bgpcarmp dmp rfc K_qrcp gl
Jg`p_pw _lb Gldmpk_rgml Qagclac &KJGQ' npmep_k qglac
0./7, G rc_af qctcp_j amspqcq gl rfc KJGQ npmep_k*
glajsbgle Amjjcargml Bctcjmnkclr* Wmsrf Qcptgacq _lb



Why Are Professional Organizations Important?

Professional and student organizations offer some incredible opportunities to anyone at any stage of their career, but they are
especially helpful to students who have not yet had the opportunities to network that people who are well-established in a
certain line of work may have. Professional organizations are also a wonderful informational resource for trends and emerging
topics within the world, with those organizations often detailing how changes in politics, economy, and public opinion may
impact the work someone is doing. The American Library Association (ALA), the Public Library Association (PLA), Florida Library
Association (FLA), and the Association for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T), just to name a few, are all important
resources for staying up-to-date on what is happening within libraries and information technology, as well as finding like-
minded people who are striving towards the same goals in library and information science! Here are just a few conferences that
are happening from 2024 to 2025:

PROFESSIONAL ORGS
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Dr. Walczak on 2023 ASIS&T Conference

“My co-presenter at this conference was my graduate assistant,
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MLIS candidate and Youth Services Librarian, Corinne
Titus, attended the FLA annual conference from May 15-
17 in their capacity as a Graduate Assistant for the
University of South Florida. During the conference,
Corinne sat in on a number of the breakout sessions,
ranging from “Combatting Summer Learning Loss with
Fun and Inexpensive Outreach Programs,” which detailed
the Jacksonville Public Library system’s creative solution
to tackling a large outreach program during the summer
months, to “Cooks and Books: A Delicious Community
Partnership,” where attendees learned about the
partnership the Marion County Library System fostered
between local authors and local restaurant owners to
create a patron experience that is one-of-a-kind!

Over the course of the conference, Corinne had the
opportunity to network with current coworkers, learn
about the policies and processes from other library
systems, and engage with some of the most pressing
issues facing Florida librarians. Of particular note were
the breakout s! pro



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.smh.com%2FAI&data=05%7C02%7Ccorinnetitus%40usf.edu%7C531dcd69f6c4444502f208dc83e8d670%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638530283266518282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PZMsfXJpGV%2BTs82oJOt7o1amgLKM4d5JaUnF%2FuOpbmo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.smh.com%2FAI&data=05%7C02%7Ccorinnetitus%40usf.edu%7C531dcd69f6c4444502f208dc83e8d670%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638530283266518282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PZMsfXJpGV%2BTs82oJOt7o1amgLKM4d5JaUnF%2FuOpbmo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlanet.org%2Fprofessional-development%2Fresearch%2Fresearch-training-institute%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckirstenpark%40usf.edu%7Cd9d7bd77db204557aacd08dcbfd33e85%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638596161212875404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TGONOghd1E0VYWuR4SgJ%2By%2FH9SKp%2F8Nag%2F1rMVD6g8c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.nnlm.gov%2Fregion-2%2F2023%2F07%2F27%2Fstudent-development-awardees%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccorinnetitus%40usf.edu%7C531dcd69f6c4444502f208dc83e8d670%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638530283266531688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a%2FXhFpLcv83DgJxzXO8e67uMK%2BmnsxfLGkafnrmzoj8%3D&reserved=0
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What advice would you give students who are preparing to enter a
career in information science?
I think I would go back to what I said earlier about the separation between
the two aspects of information science now that almost every library
program is online some of them only emphasize the information side, or
the library side. So be very aware of what you are wanting to ]



Someone 







https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.missingkids.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccorinnetitus%40usf.edu%7C903687a8341d437ebf9108dc5e3459b1%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638488826129572615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WUy2yzyW0Lmphl%2FCZPiEVlLnNA6y%2FC1LUPDA%2FnY2iAU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncmec.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccorinnetitus%40usf.edu%7C903687a8341d437ebf9108dc5e3459b1%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638488826129580567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yXfiL7OoMyfwwQW6brT1lnElLiWV%2FwquHQT0cF9APqU%3D&reserved=0





