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SI News & Events 
USF ISCHOOL 

Dr. Vanessa Reyes, Assistant Professor of Instruction, was
appointed to Editor-in-Chief of Florida Libraries, the official
journal of the Florida Library Association (FLA). Dr. Reyes
hopes to document the important work that information
professionals are doing through the journal. She comes to the
position with experience in archives, legislative, university,
and public libraries.

FLORIDA LIBRARIES

Dr. "Scuba" Steve Gary, Associate Professor of Instruction,
attended DEFCON 30, the largest hacking and security
conference with presentations, workshops, contests, villages,
and the premier Capture the Flag Contest. Dr. Gary attends
every year to keep abreast of the latest innovations in the
hacker community. The conference was hosted August 11-14,
2022, at Caesars Forum in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

DEFCON30 

2022 JCLC CONFERENCE

The USF SI sponsored four students to attend the 4th National
Joint Council of Librarians of Color (JCLC) Conference held in
St. Pete Beach, Florida. Aparna Ghosh, Kyairla Davis, Emily
Hannum, and Sara Hack were students selected to attend the
2022 JCLC Conference rescheduled to February 8-12, 2023.
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Understand students’ learning styles and involve them in lesson planning activities and assignments.
Engage students in learning by demonstrating the importance of their role in the field. 







Can you talk about your recently published book and what inspired you to write it?  
Cycles of the Phoenix  is a multigenerational and poetic saga of short stories, poems, letters, and scripts that cross worlds and
genres (while blurring genre boundaries too). Some contain stories-within-stories, while some are written by authors that I
created, and all are gradually revealed to be connected on some level.   

My inspiration for creating the book was a yearning to accurately communicate the voice, dance, and symphony of my soul
through allegories, as well as metaphors. I meticulously nourished this seed out of passion, yet also necessity since I have an
INFP personality, a rare personality which means that I communicate differently than most individuals. It is difficult for me to
communicate without using metaphors, abstract thoughts, and time to contemplate. Furthermore, shyness is the gatekeeper to
my speech and the components of my replies enjoy fleeing into a scatter whenever I speak in-person. 

My motivation later evolved into a passion for exploring a myriad of individuals' experiences that manifest from constant
depression, which accompanied my desire to provide fierce inspiration without sugarcoating the horrors souls live within when
mentally afflicted by it. The progression of wishing to portray this flourished into assorted styles of storytelling, alongside my
wish to also represent the traumas of they who are physically assaulted (even by oppressors who reach forth from a distant past)
within a geographical scope which ranges from personal aggression to annihilation through warfare. Finally, and perhaps most
importantly, these facets encompassed a desire to spiritually humanize and empathically glorify people who are systemically
dehumanized. 

Do you currently have plans or are you currently working on a new book? 
I have a story idea, but my philosophy is to only creatively write when I have an overwhelming hunger for doing so. 
 
What is your schedule like when you’re writing? 
I don’t have an official writing schedule, though I tend to write in the late afternoons and late into the night. 

What are some of your current favorite books? 
I read The Poppy War by R. F. Kuang about a month ago. It’s a phenomenal historical fantasy whose themes include the horrors of
war for all sides, ethical gray areas, the simplification of nuanced histories, as well as current events, and dehumanization in
propaganda. 

Charles Nicholas
MLIS Candidate

USF School of Information
STUDENT INTERVIEW

Can you tell us a little about yourself? 
My name is Charles Avinash Nicholas, and my author’s name is C.A.
Nicholas. I am an Asian-American storyteller with a multicultural heritage,
yet I am also passionate about experiencing others’ stories, whether they are
told through books, movies, television series, etc. The political proposals that
I am most passionate about are a Universal Basic Income (UBI) because
freedom from poverty is a human right (it should not have to be earned), and
a universal public healthcare system, since essential healthcare coverage
should not be limited to individuals who can afford it. A UBI and universal
public healthcare system should be public goods, as our public libraries are. I
have a B.A. in Communication Studies (which included a study in
propaganda) and an M.S. in Leadership. 
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Cycles of the Pheonix

The Poppy War



What advice would you have for anyone who is looking to write a book? 
Check out the website Reedsy. They have reasonable prices for self-published author services. Through this site, I hired Will Tyler
to professionally edit my book. I tend to be obsessive when I creatively write, so the following advice is for myself as well: commit
to a balance between writing, your other work responsibilities, spending time with other people, and general leisure activities. 

How did you get interested in library and information science? 
I did not consider becoming a librarian until I took an MBTI personality and career placement test in my M.S. in Leadership
program. When the results revealed that being a librarian would be a great fit for me, I wondered why I did not realize this
sooner. I am an introvert who loves storytelling. I am passionate about being a member of a news literate community, I enjoy
regularly learning about a variety of topics, and I have fun being involved with community-led organizations (such as my time
with Florida Atlantic University’s Asian Student Union in my undergraduate years). 

What do you hope to do with your MLIS once you graduate? 
My goal is to be a public librarian (though I am open to being another type of librarian). I desire to be a member of a librarian
team that makes sure that community members are involved in how our local library is run, which services and goods (beyond
books) we can provide, and even help to organize library related community trips. 

Charles Nicholas
MLIS Candidate

USF School of Information
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